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Founded on the Rock 


Therefore whoever hears these sayings of mine, and does t 
liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and th 
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
and it did not fall for it was founded on the rock. Matthew 7:2 


By Nazareth E. Darakjian, M.D., AMAA President 


The Centennial year is over. The celebrations that started in New Jersey one year ago went 
on to Sydney, Beirut, Yerevan, Paris, Montreal, Toronto and reached its climactic conclusion 
in Los Angeles on October 20", 2018. These celebrations created beautiful opportunities for 
fellowship and strengthening of bonds, renewing old friendships, creating new ones, coming 
together as one church, the one body of Christ. 

It was a wonderful time that gave us a chance to pay tribute to those who founded the 
Association 100 years ago in Worcester, Massachusetts. We recognized all those whose 
dedication and sacrifice helped the Association grow in leaps and bounds to acquire the 
capabilities it has today. We acknowledged the positive impact the AMAA has left on individuals 
and communities that benefitted from the support and encouragement that has made the 
AMAA so important in the life of our nation. Most importantly, we thanked and praised God 
for His guidance and blessings throughout a century, while we as a nation at times found ourselves walking through the 
valley of the shadow of death. 

As an organization we are happy and proud to have made it to this important milestone. But the party is over. We now 
have the challenge and responsibility to plan for the second century, to continue the work that was started and to do just 
as well if not better than those that came and went. 

In this respect we are fortunate that from its early days the AMAA has been blessed with far sighted leadership and 
directors. These visionaries were not simply satisfied by meeting the needs of the day, but planned for the future, by 
encouraging the creation of endowment funds that were invested prudently producing steady income. We have resolved 
to continue that tradition by establishing the Centennial Campaign, to augment our capabilities, and prepare us to deal 
with the challenges that our churches, schools, summer camps and humanitarian initiatives may face. We want to be able 
to extend our horizons and enlarge our mission to reach out to communities that do not have shepherds and are thirsty for 
the Word of God. We also want to rejuvenate the 170 plus year old Armenian Evangelical tradition of establishing schools 
where our children will learn the Word of God and be inspired by our rich culture and heritage. 

How do we plan for the next century? How do we make sure that one hundred years from now there will be another 
AMAA Centennial celebration just as sublime, just as beautiful? | believe that the answer is in Matthew 7:24-25. As long 
as we listen, as long as we hear, and as long as we do what Christ has told us to do the AMAA of the future remains ona 
foundation of rock and future generations will look back at us and say, “they were wise.” On the other hand, if we fail to 
take heed to what Christ has instructed us to do then all our structures will crumble, and our efforts will be in vain. 

A lot has changed in the world in the last 100 years, and | am sure 100 years from now the world be a totally different 
kind of place. What will not change is the Word of God and the Great Commission that Jesus gave us to spread the Word 
to the ends of the earth. 

Let us continue to be faithful to that Commission. O 
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Dear Friends: 


“T have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in 
darkness.” 
John 12:46 


Christmas lights are quite often considered as one of the best highlights of the Christmas Season. 
How many of us have driven by homes, stores or even attended an event for the lighting of a 
tree? Those twinkling lights bring so much hope and excitement. Why? Let us not forget that 
they serve as a reminder that Jesus is the light of the world! 


Building upon a 100-year-old foundation of love and service, the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA) upholds carrying forth His light and promise of hope to 
vulnerable brothers and sisters, young and old, whose lives have been invaded by darkness 

and despair. Whether it be serving the needs of the poor, empowering young people through 
education, providing humanitarian relief -as a result of ongoing geopolitical turmoil or creating 
opportunities for social stability and growth. 


You help us to help them and fulfill our mission in twenty-four countries around the world. 
AMAAY’s Mission and Service Fund supports the annual operating budget, which includes, 

but is not limited to: Armenia and Syria relief, Armenian Children’s Milk Fund infant formula 
distribution, education in schools, ‘Shogh’ day centers, Sponsorship Programs, medical clinics, 
summer camps, and spreading the Good News. 


Brighten a life this Christmas. Take this opportunity today to make your donation. Every gift 
counts, no matter how big or small. 


May the blessing of His birth remain a light in your life. We offer our prayers and sing 
praises to our most gracious God to be with you, your family and loved ones throughout the 
‘Season of Light’ and the New Year ahead. 


Lphuunu dtu bi jwyntbgur. dtgqh, vkqgh UGS Utiwnhu! 
Krisdos dzenav yev haydnetzav, tsezee, mezee Medz Avedis! 
(Christ is born and is revealed, good tidings to you and to us). 


Sincerely, 


: ector/CEO 


Inspirational Corner 


Ba F/'- 
-* 


When Faith Blazes into 


By Gilbert Bilezikian, Th.D.* 


tis hoped that those of you who received the last issue of the AMAA News are keeping 
your copy as a collector’s item in the making. This unique document bears witness 
to the courage of Armenian Christians who banded together in the aftermath of our 
Genocide to reach out self-sacrificially and bring relief to situations of desperate need 
through the length and breadth of this century of Armenian history. The noble story is worth 
keeping and pondering. 

The introductory page of the issue says it all. The news of the devastating 1988 earthquake 
in Armenia came to the comfortable, suburban Simourian home near Boston as a bombshell. 
Michele looked at her husband and, with sobs choking her voice, she said, “john, we’ve got 
to do something.” As a result, at the height of the Cold War, a secret operation was staged 
between the United States and the Soviet Union to fly to Armenia millions of dollars’ worth 
of medical equipment that saved countless numbers of lives. 

In all human languages, there exists no loftier declaration than God’s self-introduction 
to mankind, “In the beginning God created heavens and earth.” (Book of Genesis, chapter 
one, verse one) 

The very first words of the Bible present God as the magnificent giver of all existence. He gives infinite space, time and 
life in all their variegated splendor. The New Testament puts it well “/n Him all things consist.” God is the first, the supreme 
and the ultimate giver. 

But His greatest gift is the creation of beings in His image. He not only gives, but He also gives Himself. He creates 
humans endowed with His likeness with His image. Because they thus portray on earth God in Heaven, they themselves 
become givers. God gives them the mandate to multiply and extend His giving love to “the ends of the earth.” This universal 
reflection on earth of the giving love of God defines the driving purpose of human existence. We are givers because God 
is our model universal giver. 

Unfortunately, we all know that it did not work the way it had been intended by God. He had warned humans against 
the temptation to become takers. We take of the forbidden fruit and, ignoring the warning, we become self-gratifying 
parasites instead of self-dispensing portrayals of the self-giving God. 

This vast world, in which we live, still bears the mark of the goodness that had been invested in it by the Creator. But, we 
also experience daily the horrible devastations caused by the slithering intrusion of death, the dark taker of life, the author 
of suffering of plagues, hunger, homelessness, genocides, murderous earthquakes, senseless wars and human desolation. 
But God remains the loving giver. When all seems to be irremediably lost, He does not give up, but He gives the Redeemer, 
who gives His life, to bring us to repentance and enable us to become again the image on earth of the Giver in Heaven. 

At the end of His ministry on earth and shortly before His self-sacrificial death, Jesus Christ gave a striking summation 
of His teaching about the purpose of life for each one of us. The story is found in the Gospel of Matthew Chapter 25 verses 
31 to 40. It would be worth your while to consult a Bible right now. 

As you can see, in this text, Jesus gives a prophetic preview of the last judgment at the end of time. Two groups are 
gathered in front of Him. He commends the crowds to His right reminding them that they: gave Him food when He was 
hungry, gave Him water when He was thirsty, welcomed Him when He was a stranger, put clothes on Him when He was 
naked, visited Him when He was sick and came to Him when He was in prison. The people to His right looked at Him 
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uncomprehendingly and said, “Good Sir, you’ve got it wrong. We never saw you in such situations. We cannot take the 
credit for those good deeds.” 

The King answered, “Whenever you reached out to invest yourself into a situation of distress that had fallen beyond the 
capacity for self-help, | was there wanting to meet this need and you did it for me. Come with me into eternal life.” 

The other group of those to His left had been derelict in similar circumstances. They had failed to meet needs, as Christ 
would have wanted to do. Having refused to identify themselves with the great Giver, they received in eternal life the 
alienation that they had opted for in this life. 

The first observation to understand the full impact of this narrative: 


The Giving of Food 

In biblical times, the would-be giver could not go to the local supermarket, get a few bags full of victuals and bring 
them to the hungry. Food was the most precious commodity for personal and family survival. At subsistence level, it was 
not easy to come by. Each home was responsible for the production of their own food. Bread was the basic food staple. 
The making of bread was a long and arduous process. It required plowing, sowing, praying for rain, harvesting, winnowing, 
grinding grain into flour, the availability of an oven made of stones, and finding wood for the fire. The process was similarly 
demanding for the supply of meat, vegetables, and for the preparation of dried food for the long winter season. 


The Giving of Water 

In the mostly desertic climate of biblical lands, people could not go to the kitchen tap to instantly obtain fresh, drinkable 
water. They had to walk daily to the local well or cistern, wait for their turn, draw the water from deep holes dug into 
limestone, fill heavy jars and hand-carry the precious resource sometimes a long way home. 


Hosting the Stranger 

In biblical times, there was a constant flow of refugees who were fleeing their homes to escape famine, wars, marauders 
and epidemics. They would arrive in closed communities not knowing customs or language and without work or family 
contacts. They became hated pariahs, begging for acceptance and trekking their misery from town to town. 


Clothes for the Naked 

Worse come to worse we can always go to a thrift store and walk out decently dressed. In ancient days, when spinning 
wheels and looms had not yet been invented, the yarn was made by hand with a distaff and a spindle from organic fibers 
like flax and wool. This was a long process that produced cloth that was fragile and uncomfortable to wear. Nice clothes 
were for the wealthy. The poor did their best with rejects and rags. 


Visiting the Sick 
Certainly not in hospitals! Illness was considered a punishment for secret sins. Consequently, the sick were abandoned 
to their misery, to face pain and death in isolation. 


Visiting the Prisoner 

Society protected itself from criminals and the demented by locking them up in cages, caves, abandoned hamlets, 
crumbling dungeons, and underground tunnels. A Roman historian describes them as “hideous and terrifying” places of 
“neglect, darkness and stench.” 

The second observation refers to the fact that those who have committed themselves to meet the needs described 
above had not acted out of the desire to be saved. They inherited eternal life because their faith commitment compelled 
them to obedience. It was their life of self-sacrificing giving that bore witness to the genuineness of their faith. They were 
not saved by their works, but by their faith that translated into action. “Faith without works is dead.” (See the Epistle of 
James in the New Testament.) 

In the sweep of Armenian history, the direct survivors of the Genocide have died and gone to their eternal destiny. Their 
children, like the ranks of my own generation, are about to pass on. However, the brokenness of our world will remain. It 
will require the intervention of faithful givers and helpers to meet such perennial challenges. In the face of such needs, may 
our legacy to the next generation be the rallying heart-cry, “ohn, we’ve got to do something!” UO 


*Dr. Gilbert Bilezikian is Professor Emeritus of Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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Meet Our Veteran Pastors 
Rev. John Khanjian, Ph.D. 


By Tanya Khanjian Stevens 


he Rev. Dr. John Khanjian was born in Aleppo, Syria 

in 1932 and received his elementary education at 

Bethel School and secondary education at Aleppo 

College for Boys. During these years he started 
the Star Youth Group at the Church of Christ (ACO). While 
receiving his education in Beirut at the Near East School of 
Theology (BD 1963) and the American University of Beirut 
(BA 1962 and MA 1968), Rev. Dr. Khanjian established the 
Armenian Evangelical Boy Scout troop at the First Armenian 
Evangelical Church. He completed his education at Claremont 
Graduate University (PhD 1974). 

Rev. Dr. Khanjian spent his summers filling pulpits in 
Kamishly, Damascus and Aleppo. Upon graduation from 
theological studies in January 1963, he returned to Aleppo 
College as a teacher of religion at the Girls and Boys schools, 
Chaplain and Chair of the Religion Department, and became 
the CE youth leader and choir director of the Armenian 
Evangelical Emmanuel Church where his wife, Pauline 
Alexanian, was the pianist of the Church. 

In 1966, Rev. Dr. Khanjian left for the United States to 
pursue his graduate studies. Upon completion of his course 
work, he returned to the Near East School of Theology in 1971 
as Assistant Professor, Librarian, and Field Work Director 
to the Armenian students. During the summers he led youth 
camps in Syria and Lebanon. The Lebanese Civil War forced 
Rev. Dr. Khanjian and his family to relocate to the United 
States in 1976. In 1978, he was invited to the position of 
Associate Professor of Religion and Philosophy at Kansas 
Wesleyan University where he served as Chairman for ten 
years and prepared many ministers for the United Methodist 
Church. 

During this time Rev. Dr. Khanjian continued his 
relationship with the Armenian Evangelical churches in the 


Near East and was invited by the AMAA to serve the summer 
camps in Syria and Lebanon for youth in 1978, 1980, and 
1982. In 1987, he was invited to become the Academic 
Dean at the Armenian American International College of the 
University of La Verne in California where he worked until 
its closure in 1993. 

In 1995, Rev. Dr. Khanjian became the President of 
Haigazian College in Beirut, Lebanon where he served until 
2002. During his tenure the old campus was renovated and 
refurbished, and the institution returned to its campus in 
West Beirut. In 1997, Haigazian College was accredited 
by the Lebanese Ministry of Education as a University; the 
academic programs were updated, policies and procedures 
introduced, and a solid foundation established for further 
development. 

Upon his return to the United States, Rev. Dr. Khanjian 
returned to teaching at the University of La Verne as Senior 
Adjunct Professor of Religion and Philosophy from 2003 to 
2007. In 2007, Rev. Dr. Khanjian was invited by the AMAA 
to be Provost and Professor at the Evangelical Theological 
Academy of Armenia in Yerevan due to the need for a 
fulltime administrator. He served in these positions until 
2010 when he once again returned to the United States and 
resumed teaching at the University of La Verne until his 
retirement in 2017. 

Rev. Dr. Khanjian has published multiple scholarly 
articles, two books in Armenian for the seminary, and recently 
authored the “History of the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America” for the AMAA in English and Armenian. 

In 1963, Dr. Khanjian married Pauline Alexanian who 
also taught at Aleppo College for Girls and established the 
Education Department at Haigazian University; they have 
two children, Tanya Joy and Jonathan Alex. 
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Gyumnri, an urban municipal community, is the second largest 
city in Armenia and serves as the administrative center of 
Shirak Province in the northwestern part of the country. It 
was founded and developed as a city in the 18th century 
and, until the establishment of the Soviet order, the city was 
called Alexandrapol. Alexandrapol had all the features of a 
modern city, with a unique urban culture, active intelligentsia, 
economically and culturally advanced, and located at the 
crossroads of trade routes. Alexandrapol also had strategic 
significance in a political sense as one of the most important 
cities in Transcaucasia, under the Russian Empire. This was 
also a remarkable area for Armenian Evangelicals. From the 
national archives of the Republic of Armenia it is clear that at 
the end of the 1840s there were small Armenian Evangelical 
communities. This means that the Armenian Evangelicalism 
in Eastern Armenia began spreading in unison with Western 
Armenia making this area one of the most important centers 
for Armenian Evangelicals in Eastern Armenia. 

During the Soviet era, Alexandrapol was renamed 
Leninakan. The city's population grew to over 200,000 prior 
to the devastating 1988 Earthquake, when several cities and 
villages were ruined. At the time of the Soviet Union break up, 
between 1990 and 1992, the city was renamed to its historical 
name Kumayri from the Urartu period, and later it was given 
the name Gyumri. 


Soon after the 1988 Earth- 
quake, the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America began 
serving the Homeland with a 
variety of services and in 1991 es- 
tablished its first office in Gyumri 
and further organized its activities 
in the city. 

In September 1999, a Sunday 
School was established under the 
guidance of Grigor Vardanyan's 
initiative and in November 2000 
Rev. Hamlet Kyureghyan, Pastor 
of the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Yerevan, started visiting 
Gyumri for Sunday Worship Services and officially established the 
Church. Initially, only parents of children attending Sunday School 
attended the Worship Services. Over time, the Church organized 
and expanded its services and activities. For several years, four 
brothers led the Gyumri Church and preached: Armen Tadevosyan, 
Gagik Danielyan, Karen Manukyan, and Grigor Vardanyan who 
attended and graduated from the Armenian Evangelical Theological 
Academy. In 2012, Rev. Kyureghyan started to lead the Church as its 
Pastor. For six years, under his leadership, the Church went through 
anew phase of self-organization and formation. The spiritual level of 
the Community increased and established an Armenian Evangelical 
self-consciousness. At present, the Armenian Evangelical Church 


Pastor Aram Babajanyan. 
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of Gyumri has 77 baptized members and every Sunday the average 
attendance at Sunday Worship Services is 85-100 people. 

Currently the Church has 18 service groups including Bible 
Study Group, Women's Group (25-30 women), Prayer Group, 
Sunday School (80 children), Adolescent (40) and Youth (25) 
Groups, as well as leadership seminars. The Church also has artistic 
and educational groups such as dance, design, crafts, painting, and 
woodworking. 

Since September 16, 2018, Pastor Aram Babajanyan, a graduate 
of the Near East School of Theology with an M.Div. degree, is 
serving the Gyumri Church as its full-time Pastor. On September 30, 
the dedication of the magnificent newly constructed Gyumri Church 
and Community Center took place. The construction of this new 
church building is an important turning point for the Church and 
for the Armenian Evangelicals in the area. It expresses a tangible 
evidence and confirms its historical presence in Gyumri. And, it is 
a new force and a motivation for the Church to spread the Gospel 
of Christ in Gyumri and to awaken Armenian Evangelism. O 


(Original text written in Eastern Armenian by Pastor Aram Babajanyan 
and translated into English by Louisa Janbazian) 


_« . oe 
Armenian Evangelical Ministers from different parts of the world participate in the Dedication Senvice of 7A 
newly constructed Gyumri Church, on September 30, 2018. 
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By Phyllis Hamo 


ponsors and guests of the Armenian Missionary Associa- 
tion of America (AMAA) will long remember the Los 
Angeles Centennial Banquet of October 20, 2018. The 
event was the concluding Banquet and largest function 
of eight worldwide observances that marked 100 years of commit- 
ment and generosity by the AMAA. Board members, clergy, and 
supporters of the organization came together at this joyful event held 
at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles, a classic meeting 
place which opened its doors for the first time in 1923, just 5 years 
after the AMAA was founded. 

The very first of the Centennial observances took place in 
October 2017, in Teaneck, New Jersey, near the AMAA’s Paramus 
Headquarters. The final Banquet at the Biltmore capped off more 
than a year of these worldwide Centennial celebrations. Celebratory 
banquets were also held in Sydney, Detroit, Montreal, Toronto, 
Beirut, Paris, and Yerevan. 

The noteworthy Los Angeles event paid tribute to the Stephen 
Philibosian and Conte Foundations, the Gerald and Patricia 
Turpanjian — TF Educational Foundation, and the Sheen Family 
Trust. In addition to the honorees, their families and friends, as well 
as leaders and sustainers of the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, the crowd enthusiastically celebrated a century of “faith, 
love, and service” when more than 500 celebrants gathered in the 
Biltmore’s elegant Crystal Ballroom. 

Guests traveled long distances, some from as far away 
as Armenia, Australia, France, Lebanon, and Syria. Many 
representatives journeyed to Los Angeles to celebrate a century of 
successful mission programs and the establishment of churches, 
camps, and schools founded and supported by the AMAA in 24 
countries. The AMAA has set a fundraising goal of $20 million 
dollars for the Centennial Campaign and raised 60% of the goal. 

The Los Angeles Banquet was MC’d by prominent presidential © Zaven Khanjian with honorees Patricia and Gerald Turpanjian. 
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Kenneth Kevorkian. 


AMAA Centennial 


speechwriter Ken Khachigian who introduced both the current 
President of the AMAA, Dr. Nazareth E. Darakjian, and the AMAA’s 
Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian who are working tirelessly 
to reach out to “friends of the AMAA” for their support. 

Retiring West Coast Executive Director Levon Filian was 
thanked for his many years of dedicated service to the AMAA as 
Executive Director, then as West Coast Executive Director. 

An AMAA Centennial video was shown which depicted the 
founding of the AMAA, its worldwide operations, ministries and 
projects. 

Dr. Darakjian recognized Dr. Albert Phillips, founder of the 
AMAA Medical Mission to Armenia, established ten years ago, 
describing him as the “Albert Schweitzer of Armenia.” 

Following the Dinner, a video presentation by Tina Segel 
gave historic information regarding Honorees Stephen Philibosian 
Foundation, the Conte Foundation, the Gerald and Patricia 
Turpanjian — TF Educational Foundation and the Sheen Family 
Trust. 

Kenneth Kevorkian introduced Joe and Joyce Philibosian 
Stein and recognized their decades of generosity and service 
to the AMAA and its mission, following the path of Stephen 
Philibosian, father of Joyce and her sister Louise, who established 
the very first AMAA endowment, created in his name. Sirpuhe 
Philibosian Conte and her husband John Conte also became life 
long benefactors of the AMAA. 

Elizabeth Agbabian introduced Gerald and Patricia Turpanjian. 
“This unique couple,” she announced, “is modest, sincere, and 
caring. They have raised an exemplary family of four: Lori, Gary, 
Deanne, and Paul, who are here with their children to honor their 
mother and father.” “The Turpanjians,” according to Mrs. Agbabian, 
“have also adopted an extended family named Benevolence. They 
are Godparents of the Armenian Community — generously sharing 
their bounty of the Turpanjian Family Educational Foundation.” 
Gerald and Patricia Turpanjian and their TF (Turpanjian Family) 
Educational Foundation were honored, not only for their support of 
the AMAA, but also for their support of the American University 
of Armenia, the Armenian General Benevolent Union, Haigazian 
University, the Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School, Camp 
Hankavan, AMAA Child and Orphan Care, Syrian Relief, and the 
Armenian Evangelical Central High School, attended by alumnus 


j 


Elizabeth Agbabian. 


Gerald Turpanjian. 

Dr. H. Steven 
Aharonian recognized 
Dr. Jack Sheen and 
his late father John H. 
Sheen who established 
the Sheen Family 
Trust with the AMAA 
providing support to 
education, relief in 
Armenia and Lebanon, 
evangelism, and aid to 
churches and missions. 
Through the legacy of 
the John H. Sheen Trust, 
thousands of children 
attending AMAA’s 
Sheen-Shoghig Camp 
in Hankavan, Armenia 
receive spiritual and 
physical nourishment. 

The Banquet’s In- 
vocation was offered by 
Rev. Berdj Djambazian, 
Minister to the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Union 
of North America; the 
Benediction by Rev. Dr. 
Vahan H. Tootikian, Executive Director of the Armenian Evangelical 
World Council. The American and Armenian national anthems and 
music were led by Maestro Greg Hosharian. 

Guests received a beautifully published 114-page commemora- 
tive booklet containing the history of the AMAA written by Rev. 
John Khanjian Ph.D., and descriptions of its worldwide missions. 
It also included congratulatory letters from around the world. The 
Banquet Co-Chairs Lori Muncherian, Arsine Phillips, Helga Sarkis, 
and Tina Segel worked earnestly with their Committee to produce 
a memorable evening. 

A profound statement highlighted in the booklet came from 
AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian who stated, “Not 


Zaven Khanjian with Arch. Hovnan 
Derderian. 


= es i ca 
AMAA West Coast Executive Dir 
Levon Filian. 


ector 


H. Steven Aharonian, M.D. 


MC Kenneth Khachigian. 
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empires, nor structures, simply put, our focus is on the individual. 
Building, rebuilding and making a difference in the life of the 
individual. Our collective act is summed up by how we impact the 
spiritual and physical wellbeing of our people — one life at a time.” 
According to Dr. Darakjian, the AMAA has come a long way in its 
100-year history in accomplishing its mission. “We are carrying a 
torch that has come to us from our predecessors, and it is our duty 
to run with it and pass it on to future generations.” 

In his closing remarks, Mr. Khanjian summed up the year-long 
effort. “The only sense and justification in our year-old celebration 
and the $20M Capital Campaign is in the vision of embracing the 
future in the Homeland, the Middle East, Europe, the Americas and 
everywhere the grace of God takes us.” 

There are many giving and naming opportunities still available 
during the Centennial Campaign. Information for giving may be 
obtained by contacting Magda Poulos at the AMAA Headquarters 
in Paramus, 201.265.2607 or mpoulos@amaa.org. The AMAA Banquet Co-Chairs Tina Segel, Lori Muncherian, Helga Sarkis and 
office is located at 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. = Arsine Phillips. 


(The following message was delivered by Zaver 


What an 

: Thank you, Banquet Co-Chairs and Committee. We’re so delighted to have a dynamic Master of Ceremonies tonight. Dear Ken, if 

} this was an election campaign, you have secured a victory for us. Congratulations, and thank you to all the honorees. It’s the gracious 
spirit of philanthropy that fuels the mission of the AMAA. Thank you all for your presence and support. You are the heart and soul of 
the Armenian Missionary Association of America. 

Banquets are done with, cakes are consumed, candles blown out. What now? 

Three years ago, at the genesis of our deliberations, our Centennial Campaign theme set the tone—‘Faithful to Our Legacy, Embracing 
the Future. 

We paid tribute to the legacy, revered the founders, published their story and dignified their service and sacrifice. We hopped on 
five continents (Africa joined us in Beirut), held banquets, offered prayers and praises in a multitude of services. 

The last of the celebrations was in the Homeland. Over a span of eight days, we had six remarkable events celebrating a Century of 
Faith, Love, and Service to the nation. A concert, a play, an art exhibition, a multi-media cultural event at the Opera, a banquet and the 
dedication of AMAA’s new Gyumri Church and cultural center. All glamorous, well attended and joyful events in the Homeland, where 
the AMAA has been a blessing for 30 years following the devastating earthquake of 1988. 

Then one day, during the week and on a visit to an AMAA sponsored child, there came a moment of reckoning. The area visited 
was Kanaker. Yes, Khachadour Abovian’s Kanaker, where the early 19" Century educator and intellectual lived. The sponsored family 
was a descendant of Abovian. 

The two-story structure housed the families of two brothers. The sponsored child lived on the second floor with five of his siblings. 
Climbing the unstable stairs was literally an adventure. The 500 or so square feet of space consisted of two bedrooms, with a separation 
wall ready to collapse, an ‘everything’ room and a combined kitchen, bath and storage area. A common toilet for the two families was 
set outside the structure. Walls around the house had cracks. The six children ranged from a toddler to a 15-year-old boy who was out 
ona scant job with his father. The mother supplemented the family income, hairdressing in homes. While we hardly held back our emo- 
tions, the family seemed happy. The children sang and recited. They had dreams in their glowing eyes. They were the future of Armenia! 

We exist in a span of time that some define as present. But the present is only a blinking eye between the past and the future. 

The only sense and justification in our year-old celebration and the $20M Capital Campaign are in the vision of embracing the 
future. At any time building on the legacy of the past will only reap the blessings of the future. 

What do we build? We build lives. 

Lives of the sponsored family children in Kanaker or Noyemperyan, Askeran or Goris, North Hollywood or Aleppo, Beirut or Buenos 
Aires. Taking them out of poverty, offering spiritual nourishment, quality education, vital healthcare and sowing hope for a brighter 
future in the Homeland, the Middle East, Europe, the Americas and everywhere the grace of God takes us. 

Standing tall, the AMAA is the sower. We are called to sow hope, win a smile, realize a dream, feed the hungry and save a soul. 

Partner with us. Together, we’ll embrace the second century of the AMAA.......and make it brighter. Thank you. 


In the Homeland of Armenia, Celebrating _ 
AMAA’s Century of Faith, Love ‘and Service 


By Elise Kalfayan 


the dedication of the new AMAA Community Center and 
Church on Sunday, September 30 was a time of reflection 
and joyful anticipation. This would be the last of six major events 
during the AMAA’s Centennial in the Homeland of Armenia, all 
taking place within a week. 
The AMAA leadership honored its founders at all the events and 
presented a vision for the next 100 years: evangelism, education, 
humanitarian relief, and youth programs in the Homeland. 


T he peaceful morning bus drive from Yerevan to Gyumri for 


Gyumri 


Multiple buses and vans carried AMAA Board members, sup- 
porters, volunteers and staff; Armenian Evangelical pastors from 
Armenia as well as the Near East, the Americas, and other unions; 
and AMAA Tour members to Gyumri. We joined a large comple- 
ment from Gyumri gathering in the courtyard of the colorful, large 
complex. 

Following a short performance by the Center’s dance students, 
Director Karen Manukyan and Gyumri Armenian Evangelical 
Church Pastor Aram Babajanyan welcomed guests and dignitar- 
ies. Gyumri Mayor Samvel Balasanyan congratulated the AMAA 
and praised the Center as a spiritual, educational, and cultural 
Center that will enrich the lives of residents. AMAA President Dr. 
Nazareth Darakjian said, “We hope that this will be a Community 


Center where people from all walks of life, from all persuasions 
and affiliations, young and old, will come to meet each other, build 
friendships, understand each others’ problems, and extend a helping 
hand whenever someone needs it.” 

Benefactors Drs. Nazareth and Ani Darakjian unveiled the 
building plaque. Hratch and Helga Sarkis were present and honored 
with a plaque for Hratch’s dedicated supervision of the building 
project and as major donors of the project. We were invited inside, 
and room plaques were unveiled to reveal their sponsors. Present 
on the occasion were room sponsors Ken and Thelma Churukian 
Kevorkian, Dr. Michael and Wendy Churukian, Rev. Ara Guek- 
guezian (representing Knar Guekguezian), and Michael and Any 
Yacoub-Barr. 

Day Center craft instructors were in classrooms to show chil- 
dren’s work in weaving, embroidery, painting, and wood carving. 
After the tour, the church was filled to capacity for a service of 
praise and dedication. Armenian Evangelical pastors from around 
the world participated. The service began with a video of Arme- 
nian Evangelical congregations in Armenia, the Near East, and the 
Americas all singing “How Great Thou Art!” We had been celebrat- 
ing the AMAA’s past accomplishments, we were joyful about its 
future work in this beautiful new building, and the video told the 
story of the present: congregations around the world united in faith, 
love and service. 


Sunday Preview from the Pulpit 


The previous week, the Evangelical Church of Armenia and 
Artsakh had conducted a thanksgiving worship service in Yerevan, 
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with AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian present. On 
that occasion, he said, “Our founders wanted to rebuild churches 
on Armenian soil. We came to Armenia and built churches just as 
our founders imagined. We have an independent Armenia, a dream 
of the generations who survived the Genocide. God has given us a 
mission to be a light of illumination and faith in this dark region. 
Together with the mother church we will continue!” His speech in 
the church set the tone for the six events that followed. 


Musical Ensemble of Armavir Church 


On September 23, the Armenian Evangelical Armavir Choir 
gave a concert at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Yerevan. 
Soloists Mareta Antonyan and Armen Avetisyan sang spiritual, 
national, and folk songs. Each song was eloquently introduced by 
two women, one who recited in Armenian and the other in English. 
The prefaces offered thanks for the AMAA and its founders, ex- 
pressions of love for the Homeland of Armenia, and praise to God. 
They perfectly expressed the connection of each piece to the day’s 
theme of thanksgiving. 

Said Zaven Khanjian after the concert, “Though Armenia is not 
rich in oil or other minerals, the invaluable capital of our country 
has been and remains human potential. There is bright evidence of 
it here tonight.” 


The Angel of Salvation 


Tuesday, September 25, Playwright/Director Nune Abraha- 
myan and the Hayasa Theatrical Group produced “The Angel of 
Salvation,” based on Rev. Hovhannes Eskijian’s work during the 
Armenian Genocide rescuing hundreds of children from deportation 
as they passed through Aleppo. Genocide scholar Hilmar Kaiser’s 
book At the Crossroads of Der Zor contains the history and was 
the basis for Abrahamyan’s script. Kaiser was present and told the 


audience that history shows humanitarian missions in the Near East 
during the Armenian Genocide began with Rev. Hovhannes Eskijian 
and Armenian Evangelicals. 

After the moving drama, AMAA Executive Director/CEO Za- 
ven Khanjian said, “Many Armenians born in Aleppo had parents 
who were saved by Rev. Eskijian. We remember our other Armenian 
Christian heroes as well: Aharon Shirazyan, Hrant Guzelian and 
others who saved the lives of thousands of children, so they could 
rebuild and serve our nation.” 

Martin Eskijian, grandson of Rev. Eskijian, read the words of 
Jesus in Mark 8:35, “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, 
but whosoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.” 
He told the audience that John Minassian, who as a young boy was 
Rev. Eskijian’s underground courier in Aleppo, visited his family 
later in life. “His visit made the stories I’d heard very real for me.” 


Art Exhibition 


An exhibition of artworks by Armenian Evangelical artists, 
held in the Yerevan Artists’ Union of Armenia building (at Charles 
Aznavour Square), was the third Centennial event. Artist Vrej 
Kassouny was the exhibit curator, and Astghik Zeynalyan the 
designer. The opening was well attended and covered by local 
media. AMAA Armenia Representative Harout Nercessian noted, 
“Armenian Evangelicals, wherever they are, focus on art education 
and upbringing, and contribute to the discovery and development 
of the new generation’s aesthetic capacities by creating favorable 
conditions for them.” He sited the Shogh Day Center and the Khoren 
and Shooshanig Avedisian School as examples. 


Cultural Evening: “A Century of Faith, Love and 
Service” 


so 


The Yerevan Opera Theatre is walking distance from Republic 
Square, and its entrance was jammed for the AMAA Centennial 
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program on Friday, September 28. AMAA Armenia Press Manager 
Andranik Mardoyan welcomed the full house, which included in- 
vited dignitaries, and read congratulations from many organizations. 

The program featured a ballet directed by Harutyun Semerjyan, 
interpreting the story of creation, the fall, the evil of the Genocide, 
and the hope of salvation and new life, and an accompanying video 
by Rafael Khachatryan. The Spendiaryan Opera and Ballet headed 
by Armen Grigoryan performed the dance sequences. These alter- 
nated with video segments showing AMAA’s founding, history, and 
projects in Armenia and around the world; and a solo of “Crane” 
by Gomidas, performed by Mareta Antonyan. 

The finale featured composer Eduard Zorikyan singing “Let 
There Be Good in the World” with a choir of Khoren and Shooshanig 
Avedisian School students. The singing students took out their 
phones and started waving them as flashlights. The audience re- 
sponded by lighting phones and waving them back. The whole Opera 
house lit up with warmth, inspiration and reflected love, a bright 
and fitting response of engagement with the message and mission. 


AMAA Centennial Banquet in Yerevan 

Held at the Yerevan Marriott, Republic Square, the AMAA 
Centennial Banquet in Yerevan drew guests including many Ar- 
menian government, NGO, and ecumenical dignitaries, as well as 
celebrants from around the world. 

Mistress of Ceremonies Sona Khanjian opened the Banquet 
with a quote from Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji: “All of us in the AMAA 
community take a deep breath, pause a little and look back at all 
those exceptionally gifted leaders and their associates, who wiped 
the tears from the eyes of a bereaved nation and proclaimed by Word 
and Deed, the Good News of Jesus Christ; who rebuilt the churches 
and schools; reestablished the human ties among the Armenian 


communities regardless of religious or political affiliation; who 
helped in the training of leaders and professionals. Many of us who 
are here tonight can gratefully call ourselves children of AMAA.” 

In his remarks, AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven 
Khanjian characterized the dedication and spirit of the AMAA’s 
work in Armenia: “The AMAA sowed indiscriminately. It sowed 
in the collective and diversified furrows of the nation. It sowed 
abundantly and generously even beyond the borders. The AMAA 
sowed without an expectation in return, with no demand or 
condition, without pomp or circumstance. It sowed in the spirit of 
‘Cast thy bread upon the water, trusting it is not in vain'." 

All these events in Armenia, ending with the dedication of a 
beautiful new church and community center in Gyumri, celebrated 
the vision of the AMAA’s founders and succession of leaders. In its 
second century, the AMAA is clearly dedicated to the Homeland of 
Armenia, which looks to the future with hope. The AMAA’s faith, 
love, and service has produced excellent fruit that is nourishing the 
new generation. O 


Our AMAA Centennial/Armenia Homeland Tour 


By Elise Kalfayan 


n this Centennial year, the 

AMAA offered a two-week 

Armenia tour for its mem- 
bers. I and 35 others signed up, 
and our tour joined in the AMAA 
Centennial celebrations during 
the final week, September 23-30. 

Armenia’s history, the 
AMAA’s legacy, and ongoing 
mission needs were all apparent 
to us as we experienced the tour 
and the celebrations. 


Tsitsernakaberd, Our First Official Stop 

The first day, Thursday, September 20, we walked solemnly 
to the Armenian Genocide Memorial at Tsitsernakaberd and laid 
flowers around the Eternal Flame. The group gathered, and Martin 
Eskijian prayed in English, then we all recited the Hayr Mer. We 
visited the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute next to the Memo- 


rial, then several of us walked to see the statue of “Mother Arising 
from the Ashes” which is a full-size copy of a statue at the Ararat- 
Eskijian Museum (Los Angeles, CA) commissioned and installed 
by the Luther Eskijian and Stephen Nazarian families. 
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A Special Holiday Spent at Avedisian School 
+ 


KHOREN AND SHOOSHANIG AVED 
SGHOOL AND COMMUNITY CENTE 


WARbL bY GAFCULPY UdGSPUBULLEP 
§NPN8 bY RUUUSLEU3PT, YELSANY 


Se 
7. 


We visited the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School on 
September 21, Armenian Independence Day, and missed seeing the 
students as it was a holiday. Economics teacher Knarik Vardanyan 
showed us her video, taken the day before, of the students’ assembly 
marking the event with singing, recitations, and red, orange and 
blue balloons. 

A large wall plaque honoring the School’s benefactors and 
sponsors was at the entrance. Three of them, Anahid Terjimanian, 
and Martin and Effie Eskijian, were on our tour. 

Principal Melanya Geghamyan welcomed our group for a tour 
of the School’s new, LEED-certified facilities; she led half our group 
and Vardanyan led the other half. 

The School was built to exacting design and sustainability 
standards under the direction of architect Ron Altoon. Monitored 
energy use, solar panels, green roofs, and other touches are some of 
the design features. Shown the high-tech screen visible in the entry 
hall, we learned that the School gets 30% of its energy from the 
solar panels. In a common hallway, we saw large posters featuring 
prominent Armenian Evangelical leaders, historical sites, publica- 
tions and a large AMAA Centennial banner. One room was filled 
with chess boards, others with state-of-the art computers, chemistry 
equipment, and art projects. The bright library had floor to ceiling 
windows looking out to the athletic field and solar panels. 

Students pay no tuition at this private, AMAA-owned and oper- 
ated School for grades K-12. School slots are in high demand and are 
only offered to local neighborhood residents. The neediest students 
are admitted first. The School gives priority to orphans, children 
with working parents, and refugees. More than ten percent of the 
current attendees are Syrian-Armenian refugees. Most students go 
on to local universities, many to AUA. 

The AMAA provides operations funding for the School each 
year, and last year sponsors provided $30,000 for additional pro- 
grams. Additional funds are always needed for extracurricular and 
after school programs! 

AMAA Board member Ken Kevorkian, who was on our tour, 
was so pleased to return to the site he visited with AMAA leaders 
in 2011 when they decided to buy the land. Just three years later, 
in 2014, the buildings opened and a short time after that the high 
school was opened, extending the education to 12" grade. 

This was one of the most beautiful and welcoming schools I 
have ever seen anywhere. How heartwarming to know that local chil- 
dren growing up in very difficult circumstances can attend this free, 
private institution, built with love by benefactors and the AMAA. 


Sevanavank and Our Grateful Fellowship 


“God has blessed us by allowing us to come here together. We 
can carry back news of God’s work here, and what the AMAA is 
doing. Let’s give thanks each time we get together!” So said tour 
member Marlen Kumjian, of Immanuel Armenian Congregational 
Church (Downey, CA) as we gathered for lunch after visiting Seva- 
navank. Our meal was served in a covered patio overlooking Lake 
Sevan. We had spent the morning hiking up the 200 steps to visit 
Sevanavank and take in its beautiful view, then traveling on to 
Dilijan to Goshavank. 

She said a prayer of thanks, and we remembered it as brief rains 
during our bus rides cleared the sky for our two walks in and around 
the beautiful monasteries. During the rest of the trip we continued 
giving thanks for the good work AMAA has done and is doing. 


Morning Worship, Evening Concert 

The first Sunday of our tour, September 23, we attended church 
in Yerevan. The Armenian Evangelical Church of Armenia and Art- 
sakh had organized this special worship service to commemorate 
the AMAA’s Centennial. Rev. Hovhannes Hovsepyan offered a 
prayer of thanks to God for the work of the AMAA in Armenia and 
with Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian presented a gift to the organization: 
a beautiful large wooden khatchkar. 

Rev. Melkonian spoke of mission and worship in his sermon 
that followed. Drawing on Matthew 5:13-16, he emphasized that 
where there is no worship, mission is needed, and when all are 
worshipping the mission is accomplished. “Jesus Christ brings light 
into our lives, and true worship with it. We are called to take that 
worship to where it does not exist.” 

We returned to the church that evening for the first official 
Centennial event, a concert. We and other guests were impressed 
by the performers’ love for the Homeland and for the AMAA 
expressed in recitations (in Armenian and English) as well as the 
musical numbers. 


Haghpat and Sanahin Monasteries - 
A 100-Mile, 4-Hour Drive 


Most of Monday, September 24 was spent traveling by bus 
to and from two monasteries in the far north of Armenia, in a 
setting similar to the Swiss Alps. The ancient Haghpat and Sa- 
nahin (even older!) monasteries are remote, at high elevations 
accessible only by a long series of hairpin turns. They would be 
overrun tourist destinations if they were easier to get to! During 
the drive, our tour guide described the regions we were passing 
through and their histories. The map we had showing AMAA 
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missions and projects in the far north as well as throughout Ar- 
menia was becoming more impressive as we experienced road 
trips in its countryside, valleys, and mountains. 


Etchmiadzin, Sardarabad, and 


“The Angel of Salvation” 

We were immersed in the centuries-long saga of Armenian 
spiritual and national survival on Tuesday, September 25, vis- 
iting Etchmiadzin, Sardarabad, and in the evening attending 
production of the play “The Angel of Salvation.” 

On the way to Etchmiadzin, our guide gave us some back- 
ground, telling us it was the first large Christian cathedral and 
the model for the entire region as well as Europe as ancient 
churches were built. She also told us of the 1918 Catholicos’s 
refusal to retreat as Turkish forces were advancing to crush 
Armenia — he said that he would fight to defend the church 
himself and ordered church bells to be rung for six days to call 
all Armenians to battle. 

On the way to St. Gayane Cathedral, tour member Anahid 
Terjimanian told us the history made famous by Armenian au- 
thor Raffi of two lovers buried on opposite sides of the church. 

The Ethnographic Museum, which won a top Soviet-era 
architecture award, and the Sardarabad monument with its bell 
tower and winged lions, were our next stop. In the Museum’s 
main hall, we heard about Armenian soldiers, priests, civilians, 
and children whose heroic actions preserved Armenia as a nation. 

It was a day to remember heroes. In 1916, Rev. Hovhannes 
Eskijian died while running an operation that saved many Ar- 
menian children and leaders being moved by the Turks through 
Aleppo to the Syrian desert. His efforts were documented in the 
book, At the Crossroads of Der Zor, and passed down by his 
surviving wife and son Luther. Playwright/Director Nune Abra- 
hamyan transformed this history into “The Angel of Salvation.” 

We joined a full house to see the moving play and stayed 
along with the entire audience for a series of heartfelt speeches 
afterward. Many of us stayed out late, continuing to dwell on 
what Rev. Eskijian and other heroes of faith and of the nation 
went through. 


Illumination, Artistic Heritage, and 
Armenian Evangelicals’ Art 

Many tour members went to see Khor Virap and Noravank 
monasteries on Wednesday, September 26. Mary Demirjian 
(First Armenian Church, Belmont, MA) recalled history lessons 
from her school days in Aleppo of St. Gregory the Iluminator’s 
establishment of Christianity in Armenia. The group went on 
to Noravank, which contains splendid 14" century Armenian 
Christian decorative art. 

In Yerevan that afternoon, other tour members and 
AMAA supporters were on hand for the elegant opening 
of a contemporary art exhibit featuring works of Armenian 
Evangelical artists. 


Erebouni’s Ancient Past, the 
Shogh Center’s Bright Present 

On Thursday, September 27, our tour took us to the Ere- 
bouni Museum and Archeological Preserve. On the exterior 
was the emblem celebrating Yerevan’s 2,800" year. Inside was 
an impressive and still growing collection of artifacts from the 
area, expertly described by a museum guide. In the center of a 
simulated ancient courtyard was a large stone engraved with 
ancient cuneiform, with one side etched over much later in time 
as a khatchkar! We stayed to listen to a quartet sing for us and 
hiked up to the Erebouni Fortress ruins that have a panoramic 
view of the city. 

Later in the day, a small group of us visited the Shogh Day 
Center in Yerevan, the first such program the AMAA established 
and the model for several others the AMAA has in Armenia, in- 
cluding the new one in Gyumri. Located in a dense, lower-income 
section of Yerevan and surrounded by unattractive apartment 
complexes, the older building has been thoroughly brightened 
up and has a welcoming atmosphere. AMAA Armenia Repre- 
sentative Harout Nercessian told us that the municipality gave 
it to the AMAA for use as a day care facility. 

He introduced Center Director Naira Keropyan, who told us 
the program operates for grades 1-8 but even high school students 
continue to attend, and some former students are now volunteers. 
Children here are from disadvantaged backgrounds, often with 
both parents working long hours, sometimes from abusive situa- 
tions. The police refer difficult cases to this Center because of its 
commitment and its individual attention to each child and their 
family. Professional social workers design projects and activities 
to help children learn and to provide an oasis of peace and love 
that fosters motivation. This successful program is the model for 
five other Shogh Day Centers that AMAA is running in Armenia 
and Artsakh, including the new one in Gyumri. 

AMAA child sponsorships support these children, although 
actual costs are well above the set contributions. Mr. Nercessian 
told us there is a long waiting list, and the program currently 
serves 76 children while it was designed for just 60. 

Ms. Keropyan spoke eloquently about the Center’s mission, 
its professional staff of believers who show God’s love and care 
to struggling families, and the positive impacts she’s seen. “We 
use the Christian model of social work. All workers are believers, 
and we pray to overcome fear. We consider spiritual resources 
as the most important,” she told us. “We don’t spare any effort, 
and we allow the families and children to evaluate our work, 
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so they can express how they feel. Our greatest encouragement 
comes from the children.” 

We were privileged to be introduced to staff members and stu- 
dents, to see some work up close in an art class, to stand in a small 
dance studio where classes are led by a war hero, to read messages 
of hope dictated by the children and pinned to a wall, and to have 
some dialogue with one of the staff psychologists. As we left the 
Center, our hearts full, Director Keropyan and the children with her 
warmly waved goodbye. 


Journey to Geghart and Garni, then “A 
Journey of Faith, Love and Service” 


On Friday, September 28, we drove to a vista of southern val- 
leys, hills with Mt. Ararat barely visible in the background. On the 
way, our tour guide described the history and importance of the 
Geghart monastery to the Armenian church and to her personally 
(she was married there). We continued to the monastery, where 
we Saw Sacred music singers sing prayers in the cave. Then others 
could hear us as tour member Anahid Terjimanian led us in singing 
the Hayr Mer. 

A fellowship lunch followed in Garni, where tour members 
shared family histories of suffering and survival. AMAA staff mem- 
ber Magda Poulos had arrived to help with the weekend events, and 
she joined us for the day. She answered tour members’ questions 
about AMAA Armenia operations funding, as well as endowment 
and campaign needs. 

We returned in time to prepare for an evening at the beautiful 
Yerevan Opera Theatre, joining a full house of guests for the AMAA 
Centennial cultural program. 


1,500+ Years of the Armenian Alphabet, 
100 Years of AMAA 

Saturday, September 29, we went on a short excursion to Arta- 
shayan where we saw the Armenian Alphabet monument built in 


2005, the alphabet’s 1,500" anniversary. As usual, our tour guide 
had interesting history to share, this time on the alphabet’s creation 
and the split between Eastern and Western letter usage. Next, we saw 
a similar monument in Oshagan, near the burial shrine of Mesrob 
Mashtots. School children were mingling with us — they were on a 
field trip. It was wonderful to see them experiencing their heritage 
in a welcoming and climbable sculpture park where each letter 
incorporated historical etchings, and it reminded us of AMAA’s 
commitment to the children of Armenia. 

We headed back to prepare for the Gala Banquet, held at the 
Marriott in Republic Square, where our tour group was staying. 


Gyumri 

The last stop on our official tour was to Gyumri, and another 
bus, plus cars and taxi vans, joined us on the long morning drive from 
Yerevan. We were so impressed by the large, well-built complex, 
the welcome we all received from staff and volunteers, the solemn 
service of dedication, and the fellowship that followed. 

Joining the large AMAA delegation and many locals at a restau- 
rant in the main square of Gyumri to celebrate the new center and 
church, this was the next to last of our group meals. The Gyumri 
gathering was the most memorable and moving, I concluded, during 
our sunset drive through the countryside back to Yerevan. 


The Fruits of Faith, Love and Service 

In the latter part of its Centennial, the AMAA has built a com- 
passionate presence with evangelistic, humanitarian and mission 
projects in the Homeland of Armenia. We spent a wonderful two 
weeks together experiencing Armenia and celebrating the AMAA’s 
Centennial. Our tour included people from the First Armenian 
Church of Belmont, MA, Armenian Martyrs’ Church of Havertown, 
PA, United Armenian Congregational Church of Los Angeles, CA, 
Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church of Downey, CA, and 
Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church of Pasadena, CA. We saw so 
much to be thankful for and to support while we were there. 

AMAA Board member Ken Kevorkian had these thoughts: “On 
our AMAA trip to Armenia, I was overcome by excitement, awe, 
and emotion. I along with everyone else was so pleased and excited 
to see the Avedisian School and watch the children in action. I was 
in awe of the beauty and quality of design and construction of the 
Gyumri Center and Sanctuary. As we toured the Shogh Center, I 
had a difficult time keeping my emotions in check. I have gained 
great respect for the teachers and was overwhelmed by the special 
needs of the children.” 

Don and Diane Uber of the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational 
Church, Havertown, PA, took the tour with us and have contributed 
to many AMAA efforts over the years. “This was our first trip to 
Armenia, and it was great to see the many great projects the AMAA 
has invested in to improve Armenia’s future. They are a wonderful 
complement to the optimistic feeling in the Armenia air after the 
recent elections. The trip has encouraged us to continue and perhaps 
increase our contributions to AMAA efforts.” 

Debbie Fermanian, one of several tour members from the large 
Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church contingent, said that 
they all had a very memorable experience in Armenia. 

Armenia at this time is looking to the future with great hope, 
and the AMAA’s legacy of faith, love, and service has produced 
excellent fruit that is nourishing the new generation. O 
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Memorable All-Armenian Evangelical 
Youth Conference Held in Armenia 


Youth Caneence —~ 


for nearly 150 youth and leaders from Armenian Evangeli- 

cal churches and Unions from all over the world, as the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) celebrated 
the Centennial of its founding with an All-Armenian Evangelical 
Youth Conference. Armenian youth from 15 different countries from 
North and South America, Europe, the Middle East, Australia and 
Artsakh participated in the Conference. 

The youth gathered in the Homeland, some for the first time, 
to experience a connection with one another, with their culture and 
heritage, and with their identity as young Armenian Christians. They 
visited some of the significant touristic sights in and around Yerevan 
and became acquainted with the educational and benevolent work 
of the AMAA in Armenia. The youth split into different groups and 
immersed themselves in various hands-on projects in communities 
around Armenia. 

On Wednesday, August 15, RA Minister of Diaspora Mkhitar 
Hayrapetyan participated in the Conference’s closing ceremony 
at AMAA’s Camp Sheen-Shoghig in Hankavan. Rev. L. Nishan 
Bakalian, in his closing message, directed the youth to 1 Timothy 
6:11 as a concrete plan against which they can evaluate their growth 
as young Armenian Christians. 

A youth talent show revealed the amazing gifts these young 
people have, whether in instrumental music, singing, Armenian 
and modern dance, drama, or comedy. Wrapping up the evening 
was a word of thanks to the members of the organizing and plan- 
ning committees and to the leaders who stepped in to help during 
the two weeks. 

The relationships which began at the Conference will now 
become worldwide networked connections. We pray that these new 
networks will help sustain the vitality of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church in every place and well into the future. O 


D:: the summer of 2018, Armenia was the gathering place 
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YEARS OF SERVICE 


The Armenian Missionary Association of America 
A Legacy of Faith, Love and Service 


By Rev. John Khanjian, Ph.D. 


Part IV 
Education 


he Armenian Evangelical Community has always val- 

ued the importance of education; in fact the Armenian 

Evangelical churches have been pioneers in establishing 

quality schools. As it was mentioned earlier, in the “old 
country” most churches had a school attached to them to promote the 
light of the Gospel and knowledge. After the Genocide, the love of 
learning continued to inspire our people. Rev. Chopourian correctly 
observes, “For displaced people, the most important and permanent 
capital is education.”'? Hence, the survivors of the Genocide who 
took refuge in the shanty camps of Aleppo, Beirut, Anjar, etc. were 
helped by the AMAA and others to establish schools where children 
sat on the floors of large wooden huts. In Aleppo’s Bethel School, 
like some in Lebanon, the classrooms were partitioned by canvas and 
for the morning and evening worship-hour the canvases were drawn 
to one side to create an assembly hall effect. As I recall, the Aleppo 
Evangelical community had more schools than any other Armenian 
entity; for example, marginal areas like Sheikh Maksoud and Da- 
woudieh had Evangelical elementary schools. Some of these schools 
provided a hot lunch for the neediest students. As time went on 
classes were added and secondary schools emerged and even a col- 
lege was established in Beirut, Lebanon. These schools, which were 
open to all Armenian students, regardless of denominational belong- 
ing or political affiliation, produced thousands of well-educated and 
enlightened graduates who went on to make a good living or con- 
tinue their education and become professionals and good citizens. 


Armenian Evangelical 
~ Secondary School in 
Anjar, Lebanon. 


On July 7, 1996, at the Jubilee Celebrations of the 150th An- 
niversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church held in Yerevan, the 
Catholicos of All Armenians, His Holiness, Karekin I, acknowl- 
edged the significance of the Armenian Evangelical contribution to 
education by acknowledging this fact: We note their unforgettable 
and greatly appreciated work....in the area of education. I know to 
what I am referring to, because many schools were opened and the 
light of knowledge greatly spread among our people through the 
direct activity of the Armenian Evangelical Church. Also, they have 
done great work throughout their 150-year history in caring for our 
people’s social needs... a job well done!® 

The AMAA played a very significant role by finding resources 
to purchase properties and build schools, providing scholarships, and 
meeting urgent needs created by the political storms, that passed over 
the Middle East. Currently over 1,000 students receive financial aid 
and 150 college students have tuition assistance. The current status 
of the schools is presented by each country or state. 

Armenia has been the recent focus of the AMAA where a large 
educational complex with a very modern structure was built. The 
Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School and Community Center, 
located in Yerevan, has the capacity to educate 500 students. 

Greece has the Armenian Evangelical Kindergarten of Kok- 
kinia, located on the Church grounds. 

Iran has supported for a long time Gohar Mesrobian School 
which continues to this day. 

Artsakh, which has a growing young population, has four 
kindergartens: Hagop and Lydia Baghdigian KG in Stepanakerd 
established in 2001, Hagop Garabed Bilezikian KG in Shushi es- 
tablished in 2001, Askeran KG established in 2003 
and Rev. Dr. Movses B. Janbazian KG in Martakert 
established in 2003. 

Lebanon is rich with its educational institutions 
most of which were negatively impacted by the 
16-year-long Civil War. After 1995 the rebuilding 
and reorganizing began with the AMAA providing 
the needed resources and leadership; the country and 
the Evangelical community were impoverished and 
demoralized. Haigazian College was established on 
October 17, 1955 with the sum of $25,000 pledged 
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The first graduating class of Haigazian College 
with Dr. John Markarian, President of the 
College, and his daughter (standing in the front). 


by Steven and Mary Mehagian in memory of Mary’s father Dr. Ar- 
menag Haigazian, President of the Jenanian School in Konya. Others 
like Florence Gertmenian Mehagian and Stephen Philibosian also 
contributed to the original fund to establish the College. 

Rev. Dr. John Markarian became the Founding President and 
began the hard work of building an institution of higher learning 
with 43 students and scarce resources but a lot of faith and enthusi- 
asm. During his tenure the College was accredited by the Lebanese 
Ministry of Education as a four year institution of higher learning. 
Dr. Gilbert Bilezikian (1967-1971) served for three years between 
Dr. Markarian’s two terms. From June 1982 to February 1985, Dr. 
Verne H. Fletcher was appointed as President. 

The Civil War forced the College to abandon its campus and to 
relocate in the Eastern part of Beirut near the Armenian Community. 
From February 1985 the College was led by Dean Wilma Cholakian, 
with the assistance of some faculty, courageously maintained the 
Institution through trying war times. In August 1995, Rev. Dr. John 
Khanjian was elected as President. He served till August 31, 2002. 
During his tenure the old campus was renovated, refurbished, and the 
institution moved back to its campus in West Beirut. 

In 1997 the College was accredited by the Lebanese government 
as a University with four faculties. The academic programs were 
updated, policies and procedures were introduced, a solid foundation 
was laid for further development, and the number of the students and 
majors increased. As of September 1, 2002, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, 
a well-known and highly respected theologian, became the President. 

To date the institution has produced 3,860 BA graduates in 28 
majors and 178 graduates from the 11 MA programs. Recently, the 
University established the Armenian Diaspora Research Center, 
which has been prolific in the number of international conferences 
which it holds, and publications printed by the Haigazian Press. The 
institution continues to flourish under the wise and able leadership 
of Dr. Haidostian. 

The Near East School of Theology is another institution of higher 
learning, which prepares, in cooperation with Haigazian University, 
pastors and Christian educators for the reformed Churches in the Near 
East and worldwide. The AMAA is a partner with other Mission and 
Church bodies in supporting this institution which is the continuation 
of our three Seminaries in Asia Minor, and was founded in 1932. 

In addition to the above, the Evangelical Community of Lebanon 
boasts of four secondary schools, which have K-12 grades and one 


Middle School. All these schools depend on the AMAA’s Child Sup- 
port programs and alumni donations; the populace has not recovered 
from the effects of the war which is compounded by the high cost of 
living. Although the schools do not enjoy the large number of students, 
which they used to have prior to the war, they have maintained their 
quality of education and their spiritual and moral orientation and have 
a good track record in passing government exams. 

Syria continues to be a very tragic story where the recent war 
has decimated the population by death, displacement and immigra- 
tion. Aleppo, which used to have five Evangelical schools, is down 
to Bethel High School (K-12) which continues to serve the com- 
munity very well in spite of the hard times. The struggle to survive 
and thrive continues daily and under the shadow of impending death. 
Aleppo College is another important institution which also is a direct 
descendent of evangelical high schools in Turkey. Although it used 
to be managed by Mission and church bodies, the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Union of Syria and Lebanon had a 51% share in the property. 
The school was recently partitioned between the Synod of Syria and 
Lebanon and the Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
the Near East, which received the Girls school, including half of the 
property on which is located the Emmanuel Elementary School. After 
the independence of Armenia in 1991, the President’s residence has 
become the formal Consulate general of Armenia. There is also the 
Syriac Evangelical School still functioning. According to reports not 
many Armenians are left in Aleppo. Damascus still has one elementary 
school. Kessab has an elementary school, which was damaged but 
has been fixed and teaching has resumed. 

Turkey has the Hrant Dink School, established in 2003, located 
at the Gedik Pasha Church property. 

United States of America: The Armenian Evangelical com- 
munity dreamt for a long time of having Armenian Evangelical 
Schools in the United States. Early in the 1980s the opportunity came 
when sisters Charlotte and Elise Merdinian of Los Angeles, made a 
generous donation for that purpose. Consequently, the School was 
founded in 1982 in Sherman Oaks, California. The C & E Merdinian 
Armenian Evangelical School is Pre-school through 8th grade. It 
is WASC accredited and enjoys a high reputation as an institution 
of quality education. 

Each Armenian Evangelical Church has a Sunday school pro- 
gram, which provides religious education, in addition to the religion 
classes that students take in their schools and the chapel services 
they have to attend. 


Youth Programs 
The AMAA has always considered the Youth Programs, affili- 
ated with the churches as important for the health and existence of 


Children's Camp in Armenia, early 1990s. 
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the churches and communities. These programs are multifaceted; 
they include Sunday schools, junior high and high school groups, 
Christian Endeavor groups, youth organizations, Daily Vacation 
Bible Schools, and Church camps, used by all ages. 

The youth ministries with their various names have been the 
fertile ground where the future ministers have been nurtured and 
the commitments made for full-time service. The health of a church 
depends on the spiritual experience and nurture of its members. 
This nurture starts early at the Sunday school, youth group, Bible 
study class, day school, and summer camps. 

The summer camps play a very vital role in enriching 
the spiritual experience and providing a place for retreats and 
seminars. Large church unions have run their own camps. The 
Union of the Evangelical Churches of Armenia has a very large 
camp, Camp SHOGHIG in Hankavan region. Artsakh enjoys the 
Bedrosian Camp in Shushi; both of these camps have staff that 
plan year round for the summer events, which host thousands of 
children, youth and adults. The churches in Bulgaria rent camps 
for their summer camping activities. The Union of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches of France has two camps: La Fontanelle and 
La Source. The Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
the Near East also has two camps called KCHAG, one is located 
near Beirut, Lebanon and the other camp is in Kessab, Syria. The 
KCHAG Camp of Lebanon, which was in ruins due to the civil 
war, is renovated and upgraded, and back in operation, thanks to 
the friends of KCHAG and the AMAA. However, the KCHAG 
Camp in Kessab, Syria which was in shambles is being repaired 
and some activities have resumed. In Turkey, the Gedik Pasha 
Church had Camp ARMEN in Tuzla, which was lately returned to 
its legal owner, the Gedik Pasha church. In the words of Executive 
Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian, ” The AMAA reaffirms the continu- 
ation of its full-fledged support of the camp and will work with the 
Gedik Pasha Church to advance the mission of Camp ARMEN.””* 

The Armenian Evangelical Union of North America runs two 
camps one on the East coast, Camp AREVELK (a rented facility) 
and another on the West coast, Camp AREY, which is a large and 
well-developed facility that serves not only the youth but also 
many churches, almost year round. The Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of Belgium and Bulgaria also run summer camps in 
rented facilities with the help of the AMAA. 


Humanitarian and Relief Aid 

Relief work has been the hallmark of the AMAA from its 
inception to the present; and its work is not confined to the Arme- 
nian communities but often encompasses other nationalities where 
humanitarian aid is needed after major catastrophes. Compassion 
knows no limits. For the Armenian community, services for the sick, 
the elderly, the orphan, the widowed, the poor, the handicapped and 
the displaced are carried on by local churches or social organiza- 
tions and the AMAA provides the needed finances or resources. For 
example the Association sends relief to families and the elderly in 
Armenia, Argentina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, France, Georgia, 
Lebanon, Syria, and Uruguay. Some countries, because of their 
geopolitical situation, have extensive needs such as Armenia, Art- 
sakh, Lebanon, and Syria. 

Armenia: The Association has a sponsorship program for 
1,600 children and families and another one for the elderly; sup- 
ports the Aynilian Health Care Center in Yerevan; a Dental Clinic 


Volunteers at the 
AMAA's Forest 
Ave., Paramus 
Headquarters, 


preparing medica- 
tion shipment to 
Armenia, early 
1990s. 


in Vanadzor and Yerevan; a Summer Camp in Hankavan for over 
1,600 children who receive physical and spiritual nourishment; milk 
formula distribution to over 500 infants and families; and Christmas 
gifts to over 9,000 children. Also support is provided to “Shogh” 
Community-based Educational Day Centers, nurseries, children’s 
hospitals, the families of martyred soldiers and recently help is 
offered to Syrian-Armenian refugees who have been relocated in 
Armenia with the assistance of the AMAA. The Armenia Medical 
Mission Team, headed by Dr. Albert Phillips, has been rendering 
invaluable medical services to the villagers of the Lori region in the 
cities of Stepanavan and Vanadzor, to which the Sissian region was 
added, as well as Yerevan. The team which consists of physicians, 
nurses, healthcare professionals and volunteers anually provides for 
one week free medical help to hundreds of people. 

Artsakh receives relief for 200 orphans, needy children, and 
milk formula for newborn babies who cannot be breastfed. The 
Summer Camp in Shushi provides nourishment and rest for many 
children. The Association sends Christmas gifts to children and runs 
“Shogh” Community-based Educational Day Centers in Askeran and 
Shushi. Also help is provided to the families of martyred soldiers. 

Lebanon, whose civil war ended some time ago, continues to be 
in need of assistance. The AMAA through the Armenian Evangelical 
Social Service Center, Centers for the Armenian Handicapped in 
Lebanon, and the Home for the Elderly continues its support un- 
abated. The huge numbers of refugees from Syria have been added 
to the list of people in need and of special consideration. 

Syria with its ongoing catastrophic war is a humanitarian di- 
saster; it is unable to sustain the wellbeing of its citizens; hence, the 
Armenian community is dependent for its very existence on outside 
help. Here also the AMAA is heavily involved in fundraising and 
helping to sustain the elementary and secondary schools and offers 
financial aid to the five churches. The AMAA also provides relief 
provisions to the retired teachers, the Association for the Armenian 
Blind, the old age home, the medical and dental clinics, subsidizes 
the salaries of the pastors and the teachers, and distributes sustenance 
assistance to the suffering Syrian-Armenians. In Syria and Lebanon 
1,200 children are sponsored by the AMAA. 

It is noteworthy to acknowledge the pioneering and outstand- 
ing humanitarian service, which the Armenian Evangelical Social 
Services Center rendered to the Armenian refugees, who came to 
Los Angeles in the early 1970s. The AMAA encouraged the idea 
of establishing such a center in Hollywood, and contributed not 
only to some of the expenses of the first year, but also continued 
to support it for many years. The Center, which was established 
in 1977, offered a full range of social services such as counseling 
in the areas of immigration, employment, and education; it taught 
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classes in English as a Second Language and Acculturation. The 
Center ended its services on March 31, 2012. 

A statement in the brochure of the Centennial Campaign con- 
cisely presents the AMAA‘s endeavors: 

For almost one hundred years the Armenian Missionary As- 
sociation of America has served the Lord by putting faith into action 
for our brothers and sisters in need. We have built churches, schools, 
and camps, provided life-giving medical care, created educational 
opportunities, met the needs of those in want and done much more. 
Upon this legacy of faith, love, and service, we embrace a future 
filled with opportunities to do even more, a second century of serv- 
ing the Lord by serving others."° 

Indeed the need is great; the challenge to keep the balance 
between the four demanding areas of Evangelism, Education, 
Youth Programs and Humanitarian Relief is daunting and requires 
experienced, knowledgeable, and responsible leadership from the 
AMAA; our faith in God and the Armenian people is also great. 
Every mission has a vision behind it and the AMAA’s vision has 


FOOTNOTE 


12. Chopourian, op. cit. p.6 

13. Ibid. p.6 

14. AMAA News, Oct.-Dec. 2015 

15. The Centennial Campaign, AMAA, p.1 
Rev. John Khanjian, Ph.D. is the past President of Haigazian University in Beirut, 
Lebanon. 


* The author is grateful to Louisa Janbazian for reviewing, proofreading and 
filling the lacuna in his information. 


been and continues to be to spread the light of the Gospel and of 
benevolence and good will to all. As it was mentioned, compas- 
sion knows no boundaries. Jesus commands us to not only be the 
light of the world but also to “be merciful just as your Father is 
merciful.” Luke 6:36. 


The End 


AMAA Holds 99" Annual Meeting 
Elects New Board Members for Class of 2021 


Association of America (AMAA) was held at the United 

Armenian Congregational Church of Los Angeles, CA on 
Saturday, October 20, 2018. AMAA President Nazareth Darakjian, 
M.D. presided over the meeting. Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President 
of the Armenian Protestant Community of Syria offered a prayer 
and a short devotion based on Jeremiah 29:11: “For this, we are 
called to embody this Word of God: ‘I know the plans that I have for 
you’, declares the Lord. “They are plans for peace and not disaster, 
plans to give you a future filled with hope’.” Reflecting on people’s 
pressures, problems and pain, he said hope liberates people from 
hopelessness and gives them direction and purpose for life. “We 
simply cooperate with God,” he said, “for He has plans for us.” 

During the meeting AMAA Officers, Directors and Committee 
Chairs, as well as delegates of the Armenian Evangelical Unions, 
the Armenian Evangelical World Council and affiliated organiza- 
tions shared their joys and concerns and praised God for another 
successful year. 

The general membership of the AMAA elected the following 
nine members to the Board of Directors Class of 2021 for a term 
of three years: Bryan Agbabian, Bryan Bedrosian, Rev. Dr. Avedis 
Boynerian, John Cherkezian, Mark Kassabian, Esq., Louis Kurkjian, 
Heather Ohaneson, Ph.D., Michele Simourian and Ken Kevorkian. 

In conjunction with the AMAA Annual Meeting, the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council held its meeting on October 18 and 19. 

On Sunday, October 21, members and guests joined the United 
Armenian Congregational Church of Los Angeles for a special 
Worship Service. Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, President of Haigazian 
University, preached in English and Rev. Hovhannes Hovsepyan, 
Pastor of the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Yerevan, preached 
in Armenian. A special prayer was offered in memory of AMAA 
members and friends who made the transition from this life to Life 


T° 99th Annual Meeting of the Armenian Missionary 


Eternal during the past year. Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian officiated 
at the installation of the newly elected members of the Board of 
Directors 

We take this opportunity to thank the members of the United 
Armenian Congregational Church and their pastors for hosting the 
Annual Meeting and for welcoming us with great warmth, hospital- 
ity, delicious meals and enthusiasm. We pray that God will continue 
to abundantly bless this congregation and their ministry. O 
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Avedisian 


The award-winning Khoren and 
School and Community Center in Armeniz 
of the AMAA’s one-hundred year commit 


in education. Safe, respectful environment. 

Individual attention. State-of-the art faciliti 

school. These are just a few of the many reasons 

at the Avedisian School are motivated to excel anc 
fullest potential. 


Supporting this institution is our way of supportin 

people in Armenia, its future leaders, for years to 

Education is an investment in the future. Join us in suppo 

this outstanding School with a gift that will have a las 
effect. 


Lucine Mnatsakanyan 


Below are testimonies of two bright and motivated 
Avedisian School students. 


"Success is the result of preparation, hard work, and learning 
from failure." This quote has led me since September 2014. This remains a significant date 
for me because it is the very first time that | entered a school which has changed my life -the 
Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School. During my three years of studies at the Avedisian 
School, | learned values and principles, which became the foundation for my success. 
Right after finishing high school, | gained admittance to the American University of Armenia 
(AUA). Some months later, at the age of 17, | got my first job and earned my first salary, working at 
my dream job. During the summer of 2018, | was selected by the US Embassy Yerevan to represent 
Armenia in the United States of America at different international seminars and conferences. In addition 
to this experience, | continue volunteering and helping people in need. Along with all of my activities, | have 
an excellent academic standing at AUA. 
For my future, | am planning to continue my education and work for the interest of my country. 


Ithas always been my desire to pursue higher education and attend University. When | heard 

about the American cinta of Armenia (AUA), | began my research to learn about the admission requirements. | 

was able to learn that the students who attend are well-educated, required entrance exam scores, voluntarism, etc. The 

Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School inspires me to study and prepare so that | will be able to attend the University 
of my dreams. 


ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
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1 is a shining example 
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es. Tuition-free 
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Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School 


Avedisian School provides its students with many benefits and privileges that other 
Mane Karapetyan 


schools do not offer. We are fortunate to have some of the best teachers of the country teach 
at Avedisian School. The School is not a big one and everyone knows each other. We have 
friendly staff and teachers, an amazing library, a variety of Clubs and an incredible Principal 
(Mrs. Melanya Geghamyan) who is one of the best people | know. 

| have been a student at the Avedisian School for almost three years, and | can say 
for sure that people here are friendlier than in my previous School. That is what makes this 
School so beneficial and special for me. The fact is, Avedisian School is not only giving me 
the education | need to enter the University, but also involved me in an amazing community 
of volunteers that help poor families. 

Avedisian School is an educational center with lots of opportunities and | love the 

School, the teachers and the Principal. | praise God for giving me the opportunity to be in 
the best school that has prepared me to enter the University of my dream." 


Through the kindness and generosity of our donors, the AMAA will 
continue this most important ministry for Armenia's new generation. 


Armenian Evangelical World Council 


By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, AEWC Executive Director 


he Biennial Meeting of the Armenian Evangelical World 
i Council (AEWC) was held in Los Angeles, CA on October 
18-19, 2018. Representatives of the five Church Unions and 
two missionary organizations of the AEWC, as well as some out of 
country guests, were in attendance. 
Before the business meeting, Rev. Berdj Dijambazian conducted 
a brief devotional service. Also, a brief period of remembrance was 
led by Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, in memory of the seven Armenian 
Evangelical ministers who made their transition from this world to 
their eternal home during the years 2017-2018. 
Both written and oral reports were given by the AEWC President 
Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Executive Director Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian 
and Treasurer Dr. Nurhan Helvacian. Furthermore, brief oral reports 
were presented by the seven-member organizations. 


The following items were duly discussed and acted upon: 

1. Mode of Electing AEWC’s Officers. Traditionally, elections 
of the AEWC officers were made from the three founding 
church Unions. It was resolved that henceforth the elec- 


AEWC 2018 Biennial Meeting in Los Angeles 
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Front row L to R: Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Zaven Khanjian, Rev. Dr. 
Vahan H. Tootikian, Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Rev. Joé! Mikaélian, 
Joyce Philibosian Stein. 

Back row L to R: Rev. Avetik Khachatryan (guest), Rev. Hovhanes 
Hovsepyan (guest), Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian, Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian, Rev. Dr. René Léonian, Rev. Gilbert Léonian, Rev. Albert 
Paytyan, Rev. Megerditch Karagoezian, Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian, 
Harout Nercessian (quest) and Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian (guest). 


tions be conducted according to the bylaws, namely, including all member church Unions. 
2. Dialogue between the Holy See of Etchmiadzin and AEWC. Although the relationship between the Holy See and AEWC has 
been cordial, there was no official dialogue during the year 2017-18. The Council expressed its readiness to resume the dialogue 


when the Holy See is ready to do so. 


3. Evaluation of the AMAA Centennial Anniversary Celebrations. The Council registered its appreciation for the impact of the 


AMAA’s Centennial celebrations worldwide. 


4. Vacancy of Armenian Evangelical Pulpits. Although the Council could not come up with any short-range solution to the crisis 
created by the shortage of ministers, it maintained that the long-range solution of this crisis lies primarily in the revitalization 
and rededication of our churches and youth ministries from which will emerge new candidates for ministry. 

5. Feasibility of a United Armenian Evangelical Authority. A special committee was assigned in 2017 to study this matter. The 
committee had no report on this subject. The Council urged the committee members to pursue their task and present a report 


by the next executive committee meeting in October 2019. 


6. Representation at the Annual Conventions of Sister Unions. The Council discussed the proposal that each Union send a repre- 
sentative to its sister Union’s annual convention. It decided that the implementation of the proposal is up to each church Union. 
7. Evaluation of the 2018 All Armenian Evangelical Youth Conference. A comprehensive evaluation was made of the All-Armenian 
Evangelical Youth Conference, held in Armenia from August 2-16, 2018. The youth executives made 30 proposals to Armenian 


Evangelical churches for their study and deliberation. 


The Council resolved that each Union should instruct its churches to seriously study these proposals. It also decided that Rev. 
Merdich Melkonian prepare and mail an action plan to all churches inviting them to an All Armenian Evangelical Pastor’s and 
Laymen’s Conference, to be held in Armenia during the first week of August 2020. 

8. The Status of AEWC Endowment Fund. A proposal from the AMAA Treasurer addressed to the Council, that the AEWC Endow- 
ment Fund, which is in the AMAA custody, be converted from its custodial status to a “Specified Use Endowment Fund,” subject 
to the following conditions and stipulations: the Endowment Fund may only be used for AEWC specified purposes; at no time 
the AEWC Endowment may be subject to any management fees, appropriations or any AMAA charges; the Endowment Fund 


may be withdrawn in part or in full by the AEWC at will. 


9. Election of New Officers. The following officers were elected for the year 2019-2020: Rev. Joel Mikaelian, President; Rev. Albert 
Paytyan, Vice President; Rev. Haroutune Selimian, Secretary; Dr. Nurhan Helvacian, Treasurer. 


10. 


Closing Remarks. The Executive Director, Rev. Dr. Tootikian, closed the meeting expressing his thanks to the outgoing officers 


of the Council and extending his congratulations to the newly elected officers. Furthermore, on behalf of the Council, he ex- 
pressed his thanks to the host church, the United Armenian Congregational Church of Los Angeles. 


The meeting was adjourned with Rev. Dr. Tootikian’s prayer and Benediction. 
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News and Notes 


MAN OF VISION WITH A MISSION 


The Unveiling of Former AMAA Executive Director 
Rev. Dr. Movses B. Janbazian’s Bust in Yerevan 


I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. Acts. 26. 29 


"In 301 AD, our forebears made a covenant with Jesus Christ. If we fulfill our commitment to that covenant, then 
God will abundantly bless our small but precious nation, and He will make our nation a source of blessings not 
only to its sons and daughters, but also to its neighboring peoples and to all humanity. We believe that this is our 
nation s reason for being; this is our peoples mission in the world; and this is the God-ordained destiny of our 
Haigaznian (Armenian) race." 


Rev. Dr. Movses B. Janbazian 
Sept. 22-23, 1999, Armenia Diaspora First Conference in Yerevan 


Homeland formally recognized 
Rev. Dr. Movses B. Janbazian’s 
godly activities in the preservation 
of the nation 13 years ago. For his devotion 
in inspiring the people of Armenia with 
strength and peace, moral treasury and 
purity, the No. 79 Middle School of Yerevan 
was named the “Movses Janbazian No. 79 
Middle School” on the fifth anniversary of 
his passing on September 26, 2005. 

On September 3, 2018 the unveiling of 
the bust of Rev. Dr. Janbazian, sculpted by 
Rev. Janbazian’s brother Hagop Janbazian, 
took place at the Movses Janbazian No. 79 
Middle School of Yerevan. 

The ceremony was attended by Rev. 
Janbazian’s wife Louisa Janbazian, son 
Vahak Janbazian, brother Hagop Janbazian, 
sister Ani Janbazian Hasserjian, Armenia 
Representative of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA) Harout 
Nercessian, President of the Union of 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in Eurasia 
Rev. Dr. René Léonian, Senior Pastor 
of the Evangelical Church of Armenia 
Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian, Deputy Mayor 
of Yerevan Aram Sukyasyan, Head of 
General Education Department Anna 
Stepanyan, Former Prelate of the Prelacy of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church of Canada, 
Arch. Khajag Hagopian, employees of the 
AMAA and Armenian Evangelical Churches 
of Armenia, teachers, parents, and children, 


and guests from different schools and 
organizations. 

The celebration began with the 
anthems of the Republic of Armenia and 
the Movses Janbazian School. School 
Principal Knarik Hayrapetyan welcomed the 
guests. Special remarks were made by Rev. 
Dr. René Léonian, Hagop Janbazian, Aram 
Sukissyan, Louisa Janbazian, Arch. Khajag 
Hagopian and others. They spoke about Rev. 
Janbazian’s life and activities highlighting 
his patriotic service through the AMAA in 
Armenia and Artsakh, and his great role in 
strengthening Armenia - Diaspora ties in 
education and other spheres. 

Sculptor Hagop Janbazian said: “Soaked 
with national and spiritual ideas, with Rev. 
Janbazian’s magnificent vision and efforts, 
the AMAA established its center in the 
newly independent Armenia, which for the 
past 27 years has continued its mission of 
extending a hand to the disadvantaged, the 
poor, the needy, the students, the children 
and to all mankind in the Homeland and 
Artsakh. Yes, Rev. Janbazian’s life was a 
daily sacrifice for the people and for the 
Homeland that he worshipped. From Anjar 
to Beirut and Damascus, from Brazil to the 
United States of America, from Istanbul to 
Canada and to the Motherland and Artsakh, 
he acted unwaveringly, preached with 
faith tirelessly and unshakably, remaining 
steadfast, first to his own person and then to 
his surroundings. He was consumed slowly, 
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transforming his life into a pure and living example with a complete, 
devotional, nationalistic and spiritual moral fervor.” 

Following the official unveiling of the bust, the school children 
gathered in the Auditorium and presented a special program 
dedicated to the life of Rev. Janbazian. The program concluded with 
a video presentation which highlighted Rev. Janbazian’s activities 
in Armenia and Artsakh. 

With the passing of Rev. Janbazian in 2000, the Armenian 
people lost a great Armenian who faithfully served God and the 
people and invested his precious contribution into the treasury of 
the Lord and the nation, forgetting himself, and his own personal 
needs. He was one of those rare people who became a blessing to 
the nation that bore him. 

It is impossible to list all the contributions Rev. Janbazian ; . 
made with great devotion. He knew that he did not just work forhis _L to R: Principal Knarik Hayrapetyan, Hagop Janbazian, Vahak Paul 
time, but also for the future. Rev. Janbazian understood that all the = Ja@nbazian, Arch. Khajag Hagopian, Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian, Rev. Dr. 
Armenians in the world would become one nation whose Homeland — René Léonian, Rev. Hovhannes Hovsepyan, Harout Nercessian and 
is Armenia, and these two are under one flag, the Armenian tricolor.) = Louisa Janbazian. 


(Translated and adapted from the Armenian version written by Andranik Mardoyan, Press Secretary of AMAA-Armenia) 


To the Editor, AMAA News: 

First of all, I want to express my appreciation for the quality and regularity of the “AMAA News,” and how it has 
established a bilingual presence in print and online for Armenian Evangelicals in North America in this new century, par- 
ticularly in the absence of any other such periodical. 

I have been reading with interest the instructive historical survey, written by Rev. Dr. John Khanjian, about the first 
century of the AMAA’s existence, and have been awed by those titans who did their utmost to serve the needs of Armenians 
worldwide. It places a heavy responsibility on our shoulders to develop new visionary leaders for times such as this. 

In the concluding paragraph of Part III (p. 18, July-Aug-Sept 2018 issue) the author gives the impression that in the 
face of all the pressures and difficulties being endured in the Middle East these days, churches and institutions have no 
strategic plan, but are allowing circumstances to draw them along toward an uncertain future. “Faith may be a valuable 
asset but so is rational planning” implies that a passive “faith” that things will get better is the Armenian Evangelical 
Union’s guiding principle here in the Near East. 

The AMAA has been a strategic partner in the UAECNE’s work for a century, and its leadership in many cases 
consists of people who have emigrated to the US from the Middle East. It is certainly aware that the art of planning for 
the future is a challenge here, to say the least. One’s carefully prepared plan can be rendered irrelevant very quickly due 
to “events on the ground” or even due to the pronouncement of some nation’ leader half a world away; indeed that has 
been the case repeatedly, and continues so to this day. Those who have the advantage of doing strategic planning within 
a society that enjoys relatively greater stability may not fully appreciate what church leaders in the Middle East face on a 
daily basis. 

As someone who, with my wife Maria, is being supported (in part) by the AMAA in our ministry here in Lebanon, I 
trust that this type of comment does not reflect an attitude of the AMAA as a whole. I and others here will continue to do 
our utmost to serve this community with that assurance, and with a well-grounded and rational faith in the Lord Jesus, 
knowing that the health of the entire Diaspora is inextricably linked to the strength and health of the Armenian community 
of the Near East. 


Sincerely, 

Rey. L. Nishan Bakalian 

Coordinator of Church Relations, 

Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East 
Beirut, Lebanon 
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Estate of the Late Diana A. Apoian Announces Three Major Bequests 
Benefitting the Armenian-American Community Including the AMAA 


announced three major bequests of $300,000 each to the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational 
Church, Havertown, PA; the Armenian Sisters Academy, Radnor, PA; and the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America, Paramus, NJ. 

Anative Philadelphian and a first-generation daughter of Armenian immigrants, Diana Apoian was 
born January 27, 1937 at Lankenau Hospital. Her parents were born in Severek (modern-day Siverek), 
located between Urfa and Diyarbakir in the southeastern section of the Ottoman Empire. Michael 
Apoian (1906-1998) and Elizabeth Saydalian Apoian (1910-1987) worshipped as members of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church, formed under the auspices of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions. They emigrated to the United States in 1920, while the Armenian Genocide 
was still in progress. Married in Philadelphia in 1929, Mr. Apoian worked as a shoe repairer, and 
Mrs. Apoian worked as a seamstress and dressmaker. As a child growing up in Philadelphia, Ms. 
Apoian loved going to dances and enjoyed spending time with friends at the Elmwood Roller Skating 
Rink. 

Ms. Apoian and her two siblings, the late Joseph Apoian, a Professor of Mathematics at Drexel 
University, and her surviving sister Anna Brantley, a retired bookkeeper, all graduated from John M. Patterson Elementary School, 
William T. Tilden Middle School, and John Bartram High School, where Ms. Apoian was a member of the Class of 1954 and an active 
participant in the Dance and Swim Clubs. After graduation, Ms. Apoian worked as a systems analyst for the Bell Telephone Company, 
where she was employed for many decades. 

Ms. Apoian grew up attending the Armenian Evangelical Church, as well as the Southwestern Presbyterian Church, where she 
enjoyed Bible study and singing hymns. Later in life, Ms. Apoian loved attending Broadway musicals and going to Nashville and Branson 
to hear country music. She considered herself one of the country’s biggest fans of singer-songwriter, Neil Diamond. Ms. Apoian was 
a devoted and beloved member of the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church of Havertown. She passed away on March 15, 2018 
and is buried in the historic Arlington Cemetery in Drexel Hill, PA. O 


T: estate of the late Diana Alice Apoian, through its Executor Mark A. Momjian, Esq., has 


Meet our Staff at AMAA 


Christine Kutlu, AMAA Marketing and Events Manager 


and Events Manager to help the AMAA capture a new community. Along with many other responsibilities, 

she will assist in driving change across the organization by developing programs to engage the youth 
within the AMAA. She is extremely honored and humbled to be working alongside individuals and churches 
involved with such a Godly mission. 

Born in California and raised in New Jersey, Christine is a first-generation college graduate from Ramapo 
College of New Jersey where she majored in Business Administration concentrating in Marketing with a 
minor in Accounting. She has worked in different industries and volunteered her time to help build homes in 
Armenia with the Fuller Center Housing for Armenia, joined HypeLite, a non-profit to help children bridge the 
gap between passion and purpose, and was part of the Ad Book Committee and Armenian Olympics sporting 
event for the Armenian Youth Federation. Shortly after graduation, Christine started a pastry business called 
B. Baklava to honor her Grandparents’ dedication to the Armenian culture and to honor her incredible 
Mother. It was during Easter when in a dream Christine saw Jesus Christ who delivered a message to her. Her mission then became clear that she 
was to Share the LAV through Armenian style pastries such as Baklava and Boregs. LAV symbolizes love, translates to good in Armenian, and is a 
play on words for BakLAVa. With revenue and products, she contributed to charities and donated time and pastries for fundraising events. 

Through her volunteer work, business and work history, Christine gained much knowledge in all functions of marketing which helped her get 
her dream job at the AMAA. She will continue to Share the LAV by helping the AMAA prosper and fulfill its worldwide mission of maintaining a 
range of educational, evangelistic, relief, social service, church and child care ministries. Christine’s view on life, of evolving to better herself and 
helping others, comes from her favorite Bible verse, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13 


f n September 2018, Christine Kutlu joined the Armenian Missionary Association of America as Marketing 
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The Merdinian School Women’s Auxiliary 
Celebrates 20th Anniversary and Honors 
Suzie Phillips, a Founding Member 


By Louisa Janbazian 


n Saturday, November 3, 2018, the Verdugo Hall of 
On Restaurant in Burbank, CA was filled with joy 

and great enthusiasm as friends and supporters of the C 
& E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School gathered together 
for a Fall Luncheon to celebrate the School’s Women’s Auxiliary 
and its 20th Anniversary and to pay tribute to one of the founding 
members, Suzie Phillips. 

After an Invocation offered by Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian, 
Interim Pastor of the United Armenian Congregational Church 
of Los Angeles, the School’s dedicated and dynamic Principal 
Lina Arslanian, accompanied by three students, gave an update 
on the School’s successes and achievements. Principal Arslanian 
commended the support and love of the members of the Women’s 
Auxiliary to Merdinian School and expressed her “gratitude for 
an amazing celebration luncheon on this special anniversary and 
heartfelt congratulations to the honoree, Suzie Phillips, a founding 
member!” The three students then expressed their utmost pride to be 
at Merdinian, where they pursue excellence not only in academics, 
but in learning about their Armenian Christian heritage. 

Following lunch, the Hamazkayin Niari Dance Group, under 
the direction of Catherine Hairabedian, entertained the guests with 
several authentic Armenian dances, which were received with much 
enthusiasm. 

Dina Tilkian Phillips, the Auxiliary’s first Chairperson, reflected 
on the formation and early days of the Auxiliary, when a group of 
dedicated women from the greater Los Angeles area came together 
as a support group to help the School both financially and morally. 
She then introduced honoree Suzie Phillips, who graciously hosted 
the first meeting of the newly formed Auxiliary group 20 years ago. 
Describing Mrs. Phillips, she said: “Most importantly, Suzie loves 
the Lord and has a heart of service and a spirit of generosity to 
help others, and this has been a shining example to all her family.” 

Ani Hanessian and Louisa Janbazian, current Co-Chairs of 
the Merdinian Auxiliary, invited Mrs. Phillips to the podium. As a 
token of appreciation, they presented her with a framed page from 
the 1998 Merdinian School Yearbook showing two group photos 
from the Auxiliary’s first year and the following words, describ- 
ing the formation of the Women’s Auxiliary: In May 1997, the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School 
was formed. The purpose of the Auxiliary is to support Armenian 
Evangelical Education, promote interest in the Merdinian Armenian 
Evangelical School, further the mission of the School and render 
financial support, in all cooperating with the Principal and the 
Board of Directors. The Auxiliary is an affiliate of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America. The first meeting of the newly 
formed Women’s Auxiliary was held at the home of Suzie Phillips 
in the presence of the late Rev. Dr. Movses B. Janbazian, Executive 
Director of the AMAA. 


Mrs. Phillips expressed 
her gratitude for this honor 
and said: “I feel, as mem- 
bers of the Auxiliary, we 
are helping the students to 
grow in some small way. 
From the Principal to the 
teachers to the visiting min- 
isters, we are all planting 
that seed in each student’s 
heart, so the children will 
grow and become leaders 
of their community. And the 
most important thing we are 
planting in each little heart, 
is the Word of God for it 
will stay with them forever.” 

With their love, dedica- 
tion and effort, Mrs. Phillips and her husband George R. Phillips 
have been a blessing to the School since its formative days. They 
have indeed heeded God’s word; “Each of you should use whatever 
gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 

Established in 1982, the C & E Merdinian Armenian Evangeli- 
cal School is the only Armenian Evangelical School in the United 
States. The School offers a broad-based curriculum that fosters 
academic excellence, high moral values, and spiritual enrichment 
in the Armenian Evangelical tradition. The School strives to cre- 
ate a safe and nurturing environment where every student receives 
personal attention to become a successful and responsible indi- 
vidual. For more information you may contact Principal Arslanian 
at 818.907.8149. O 


Bs, “iy cA ‘a oy u 
Honoree Suzie Phillips with her hus- 
band George R. Phillips, Esq. 


Merdinian Schoo! Women's Auxiliary. 
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Armenian Missionary Association of Canada 
Celebrates the 172™4 Anniversary of the Armenian 


Evangelical Church 


embers of the congregations of four Armenian Evangelical 

Mi Founding Member Churches of the Armenian Missionary 

Association of Canada met in Kingston, Ontario on 

Saturday, September 15 for a Day Retreat of fellowship and fun 

and to celebrate the 172™ Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical 

Church. The Armenian Evangelical Movement was established as 
a church in Istanbul, Turkey in 1846. 

Buses left early in the morning on September 15 from Toronto 
and Montreal, bringing church members to Bay Park Baptist Church 
where the celebration was held. 

The program began with a worship service, led by Raffi 
Shnorhokian and the worship team of the First Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Montreal. 

Mihran Jizmejian, President of the Association, welcomed the 
participants and introduced the program to more than 130 people 
who had come from the Armenian Evangelical Church of Cambridge, 
Ontario, the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto in Markham, 
Ontario, the First Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal, QC and 
the Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal in Laval, QC. 


Rev. Hovhannes Svadjian, Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Montreal in Laval, QC, preached in Armenian, Rev. 
Shant Barsoumian, acting East Coast Youth Leader, gave the 
English sermon. We were very happy that this year there were quite 
a noticeable number of youth participating in the event. 

Everyone posed for a group picture after the morning session 
which was followed by a lunch of Lahmajoun and Chee Keofte. 
As with the feeding of the five thousand, there were baskets of 
leftovers. 

There was a two-hour free period for the participants. Many 
chose to go sightseeing in Kingston City on the buses, while the 
AMAC Board of Directors held its Business Meeting. 

The youth had their session with Rev. Barsoumian in the 
afternoon. The closing session of the Retreat was a Communion 
Service led by Rev. Georges Dabbo, Pastor of the First Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Montreal, QC, with assistance from the 
elders of the four churches. 

A great thank you to the organizers of this event, and with 
thankful hearts we praise God for a blessed day. UO 


ev. Manjelikian came to the Rhode Island Church in 1998 and served the Church faithfully 
ind steadfastly while attending Andover Newton Theological Seminary in Newton, MA. After 
almost 5 years of studying and pastoring the Church, Badveli was ordained and began his new life 
as an ordained Minister. Unfortunately, Badveli Hagop had a severe stroke, and began a new life of 
relentless rehabilitation. His struggle was a powerful witness to God’s grace and Badveli’s strong 
will to overcome the grim prognosis which the doctors gave him. 

Rey. Manjelikian has never given up, and has continued to serve the Lord, visiting members of 
the community with a message of God’s grace and faithfulness, teaching the young people, repre- 
senting the Armenian Evangelical Church in the community and preaching. 

The Armenian Evangelical Church of Cranston is grateful to Badveli Hagop for his service as 
a leader in their Church, then and now, and for his powerful witness. His service will continue as 
he assists the current Pastor by visiting, preaching and representing the congregation in the community. UO 
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AMAA Sundays 


AMAA Sundays Celebrated in AEUNA Churc nes = 


uring the month of October 2018, AMAA West Coast 

Executive Director Levon Filian and AMAA's Armenia 

Representative Harout Nercessian visited four churches 
within the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America (AEUNA) 
to celebrate AMAA Sunday. 

Mr. Filian visited the Immanuel Armenian Congregational 
Church of Downey, CA on Sunday, October 14 and First Armenian 
Presbyterian Church of Fresno, CA on Sunday November 3. Mr. 
Nercessian visited the "Christian Outreach to Armenians" Church in 
Glendale, CA on Sunday October 21, and the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Toronto, Ontario, Canada on Sunday October 28. 

During their AMAA Sunday visits Mr. Filian and Mr. Nercessian 
preached from the pulpits the Word of God and made presentations 
about the AMAA’s ministries around the world. 


| 


Our thanks to the pastors, councils and the congregations ; a Coast Ex MOeePievon Filian with some pane 
of the churches for their partnership and ongoing support an the Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church of 
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Coast Executive Director at the First — AMAA Armenia Representative Harout AMAA Armenia Representative Harout Nercessian at the 
Nercessian at the Christian Outreach to Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto, ON, Canada. 


= - Armenians Church in Glendale, CA. 
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Uutitu GyEntgh» pwhwuntndnirptwt wulnripny: 

Opnuwt pwtiwjout bp’ Yybiunkyh pwn wpwuytun’ Qupth 
Ubtwttwt: Ut winpuqupdawt Zw hudwyiph vipnpnilh 
Ywptinpnrptiwt Aujppopthny UE be Zwywunwtp tbpywy 
bpwnwpdaniphrutikpnit uwupt: 

Ghyktntginy Twpsnipkwt Unttiuwytn Upw 
Uuhpbwt tkpywywgnig pwiwumtyds dwq 8wynpkwthp 
tntppwhwt swnwjnipehrip Zw) wqght bp Lppumnuwynrty 
Et Zwypktiwuppwywt pwiwumkydsnippruttpny: 
GYybntginy Uiwg Zndpip dtp. Utpnp Uypupstwitt tr 
Zpupuujht Uttphyuyp Zw Urtnwpwtwywt Ubniptut 
Znimwykn kp. Dips <ulywqkwt jwonpywpup 


Uso 27 Znywtuptp 2018-h tpbynjkwt dup 


juoup wntkyny winpwynwpdawt tntppkw, pwtiwumtydspt 
unkyndswqnpdniphprtittpnrt bt Swnwynipkwt tk. wwp- 
qttwiuptght 101 wldkuy pwtiwumtndop Zw Upypypw 
Urtuwpwtwywt Ghkntghh «<Zwyywywt wy» 8ni9w- 
tniEpny: Uyw Ybuntyp QLunwpwytnp Vwunin) Ghpp 
ywdtnrigwt pwunwlwowin pwuwumbkydshu: 

Zniuy, 101-wltkwy pwiwumbknsp jniqnitny bp 
stnphwywywlwt fuoupp ninntg twju Uuunnidn Et ww 
Gykntghht nt tkpywttpnrt be fupqujuopkt wpnwuwttg 
bp <Untpp Ohppp ny Pwg Utwy pwtwumbkndniyehrup: 

Swaykpnjpp bp wiwpwnht hwuwi tkpywttpar 
Ownwpwunipkwt Epgny ti Tip. Utpnp Uypwuhstwthp 
ophtiniptiwt wyoppni: 
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inwpWUsywywup 


UlugGwin, LGnywu Ge Uujwquu 


Utn. 26Gphpy CwhGwquntwd* 


2017-h<nywtuptphg uyubwy wipnns vey mwiph, qutwqut 
Gpypttpnid, nip Yuy <wy huvtuyhp t. <w) Wibmwpwotiwtwt 
Ottpquynyehit, puquuqut upengunnivttpny tanith) E Wittph- 
phywyh <wy ULtmwpwtswyut Coytpygnitwt hhvtun- 
pnyptwt huphipwmvtuyp: Wu vky mupht juptwp wnhy 
umbndtg wwnp mun. Uumdnii Pp hunwumuniniyetwt 
hudtwp UWltnupwtsuyutp onhttin tr ophtniptwt uhgng 
nupdattyn. whgkhuy vey nupniwy pojwgppt: Unf £ twtr 
Ub uwh whtupy thwntyn. whigtwyht, Wumdnit tpwnp mun 
tnthpniwd wnwegtinpnttph huuwtwp npntg umph vEy ynugwt 
Utuupwutswquth umbodiwti gqunurhwpp, npntip witt 
mtuwy tnippnitny ppwywtwgptghh uyn quinwuthunnp, 
wunuwgtnpyntghh w2fuumubtptitppp, plinwpdwmytight ounu- 
Jnyetwot umhiwtttpt nv waywegn b. bywunuinp yuydut- 
ttp untndtght qnndp 2wpn_iwybynr hutup: <wphipwtulyp 
Jeaqnduip woypy E ft. qhwhumntyn. wogkuyh wahimutpp tr 
Onp wbubypny gupniiwybyn: Swnuyniyhitp utp waqgh uty 
Onpwinp yipbypttph whwohuuntu jpotin. Wumniwoduypt fu 
muloitph ppmywtwugiwt t. Wumdni trwyph huntun: Uu 
qnpnyetuup tfwju ub Yupé whtwpy ti thmtjn ULtmuw- 
pubsutwth untyoiwti wyuminyebwth ne swnuyniptut: 
Wiyw jhatin td up pwth Uumniwmdwebtsuyht huumniwuodtth, 
npntp oqunutup to @phumnttuywt UWumniwdwhwudny 
ounuynyetwt huuup, p bhp wntwuy WLhmupwbtyu uth: 

Unuyght huntwzghnuphuyht wuuwmtpuqih  pbpwgpht 
utp waqgp bp wumniniyptut uitiuguiuyp mn tytpwtwt 
optpt Ep wyypnid Oulwottwt Yuyupnyetwt uwhiwmittpni: 
Uphitwppnr jenipph opwgpniwd gwiptpny qnhinit tht 
quyupniptwt mupwdopnit wiypnn huynpynpttp, tpmtg 
2uippni mmuitwy huqup wrhmnupwtwutwtttp, ynpdwtinit 
Epa Gytntghttp, nuypngttp nt vawtniyuyht Ynnnttp nr 
Ybtupnttp, f ftp wntuy huphipuinn Wtmupwtiwtwt 
nuypngttp, pnikottp ni Gtihwpwtttp: Gotinth wnwyht bul 
ontphg wptrbyphg hwutny whntyh jniptpp gigtg huqupwinp 
Yhntunpbttp htyn, Witphyuyh Uptrbybwt unptpnid phwutny 
<w) Wtnupwtwyut huvtujtph wnwetnpynttpht: Lpwtp 
Uhsnghtp thinntght Yuiquwuytpun.thjn: gywpynhg vwuquuynipds 
huynpynpttph whfutwy Ybpuyny wawtgtin. Ybpwmzhtthyn tt 
Ytnwuyutqhbyn. w2ahwmuwubpttpnu: 

1918-ha = Witphyujh Uptitjtwt tuwhwigqttph <uy 
Utunwtwutwt upniyhitp vhwdauyjtniptuup yutpugntg 


hhWtwnptyn UWudtphyuyh <uy 
ULtnupwiywywt CoyGpwulgniphitip, 
nph tfywmwuyoi Ep gopwgttyn utp 
tGytyntghttph hnqtinp Ytwtpp 
Gt. huyptthph untpwy == nupdug 
Gytntguzkiptpp: Gpwtp hungniws 
Eht np ptt. <wy wqqn Quhwuumuynitg, 
pujg wmnyujym E£ npyku wnugpt 
pphumnttuy wqq tr zwmpniwlbyn1 £ pp 
Wuumniwduyht Ynsniip’ yyuybynt hp Shpng Gr Oplyht 3pun.u 
Lphumnuht, Upw supswpwoiptpht vuutwyhg jpobyny: Gpwtp 
fut hunuingniwsd Eht np huy wqqp Lphumnttuy vzwulnyjeh 
guhwypnt £ jpotin. Utpdwinn Uptityph dnyniynipnbttph ukg, 
nph ppwuywtwtigiwti huvwp huyywywut dunwiqniyetut nv 
hngtinp Yawoiph quppotpp whhpwdtzm huwtwuptght: Unt 
fuyunnuyoitpp pputwutwugttynr: huvtwp Ylu Upypnt ynpph 
huoiquitwlnyyetwoi Yns Gout npht ppbog vwutwlgniyehtip 
pbptght wbd yerny hwynpynhttp posytu Guts ny huytp: 
ULhmnwipwosmywotp pp vey nuptuy woigtuyh vey wafiumby 
E untuupwutimyptuwt te hnqtinn nwumbupwulniptwt, 
Ypyewtwot, vupnuuhputwt t. pdazywyut wuuwptqttpnit 
tr nvotgty E tpapmwumpnttppt ybpwptpny ywmn1y spwmgntn: 
ULtnupwtsnyepirtp mupptp plwum nth vupnyutg 
vom: Avwohp uyh hwuywtinit tbo npwku Utbmupwth 
pupnasniyehitp, phumnuh ufpgngny vupynt thpyniptwt 
Puph jniph whdtwulwt Yu hurwpulwo yaymupupniyehitp, 
nioyptiynpnynttpht wpyniyetwt wnwetnpnty tuywmuny, 
Wuumn1ony Gtipnitp Gwzgwybyn Ge tanfuniwd YGwtp wuyptyn 
fQyunnuyny: Oipp2btph hurdtwp wurtmwupwutsniyeprtp Yuu 
Upupntiwupw ut oumuynyehitp wibyh poyjwpdawy puwum n.oh: 
Gybyntgn. wnwpbhynyehrht E np Wumnidn feuquinpniytwt 
puph japp jwymwpwpt pt fuoupnf tr pet qnpdni 
quiwqui sunuynieptittpny mupptp wuywptqtitph uy: 
Utnupwutsumyut gqnpdp, Wumnidny spwmgnpt wwu Yuqityh 
E, np Wnigk w2huiphp wqumugnpkhy; Gt. hugmbtgtit; hp htm: 
Gytntight hurwpwlwturytu te pphumnttwt whdtwuytu 
Quitynib) E du Guiqutyjn1 wyu wnowpthynyetuithn: 
Utnupwtsuywutp Yuquiuybpuytwt opnimthg dwutu- 
Ubg E Gynt; ULttmupwtp pupngtjn, pnhumnttutwt qnptn 
hpumupultyn, tnp tytintghttp hhvttyn. ti oqhimyetwti 
Yupowm bytntghttpht odwtinmytin tt hngkinp nwumphu- 
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puyniptwh w2fuumubtptph uks: Lbnyuymd uyt 
hndwtwinpnd §£ 24 wmuwpptp tpypttpnid wmupwdnimd 
vomunnpunytu 150 Gytntghttp: 

Wituupwtwywt huduyfpttpp vk uvhamn 
wbo Yubtinpnyhit E wpnik; Yppmytwth ti. hktg un 
wuméwnny Gytntgn. hpitunniwmt him upwmuht jwaufu 
hpvtnih; Gh Yppwywh ogwfubtp, npntg hhitwnpiwt te 
w2fuumubtptitph zwpniiwtniyetwmt uky ubo tbpnpmud £ 
nittgth; ULbnupwismyutp: Uiwuntuyht huvwqniiwpttpt 
nt. Gpahmwuupynttph puquwynnlwth qupqugiui spugqntpn 
Utnwupwtywyuth ynbyurwp Yuqip tb hnywiuinpttph 
upimnht vom opwgnptnhg bo tr Gyby: Lipspt muutwuudtuyotppt 
wiityp Go ponyuytn hy tfitwt w2fummubtphtpnp: 

Upts Witmupwtswywtp ponpnit £ hp ownuyniptwt 
wunwght huphip mupht, whgkuyh jwennnphihttpp, 
hutpniyetut uk Gtnp pipws yumubnihioip br wyphipttph 
puph mm hunwmupht wimbunytwti uwméunny 
wnugwgwsd fuywumunp fhipw wt Ypaéwyp vhs wuywquy to 
funumwiinid tr fnyt duutwtwuy ttpyuy naywyupniytutn wts 
wunuufwtwtmniniyetwt wngtr non ns wpuyh qnpop tno 
punhny 2zupnriwybyn, wy tbpywy nuph Yuptypniyehrittpt 
nt Yuiphpttpp thumnh nibtouyjny top mtufypttp hihwuntink 
uyu Wumiumduns G. Wumniwdwhwdny wnwpbtynitwut uty: 
Coytpuygniyetwhi ttpyuyh jwonn wuylwtttpp wywmiun 
Go nupdab) op Urbumupwosutwth hnywoiuinpniyehtittpp 
Yuytyny tytntghttpp, huumunnniyppLittpp tut 
Utnwpwtuywt hnyfittpp puqiuqui whthyuyppttp 
nittiwt ULtmupwismyuthg: Uw wnwtg Yuulwop whs 
wwunwufuutwumniniehit F wowy pipnid Coytpwmygniptwt 
huwtwp tbpyuyh te wuywiquyh Spwugqnunnpnilttph qnpdni: 

Unoppu FE np Uunniwd = ?2upntiwyh — ophtt) 
Utunwunpwtswyuth uwamottuttpphi nm ntyudupttppt 
ti tpwtg fPiwumniyehit 2onphh npwtugh 3huntuf qniyeny, 
jignimd ti Lpw ophtwypt hiwmbtrbjny gumpnitwybt bpttg 
wumniwdwhwdény sunwuyniyehiin: <Gmtriuy huntwpttpp be 
Umptpp oqhit) ti hid Yuphph vey jptinn vupynywtg oqhtjnt 
qnponiu, Gi wnoppu E np Ywpnwgnnh huwiwp bru oqumyun 
putt: 

Uuwuptnup ULtnwpwthpt uty Yupnnit top np 8puniu 
uwti Ep quyhu tpwtg punwpttpnid, tr gum dnnndnipn 
wbtutbyny qpewg tpwig ypuy, np jnqgiwsd tt ghpnigwi tnmsd 
Ept te uyutg gum pwitp unynptgit) tnwtg, pdaytg tnwtg 
hprwtiynttpht, tr wu Ybpwyptg uh wkd pmqiniyehit hhtq 
huwgny br tpynz dn_yny (Uwuyptnu 14:14-21, 9:35-36, Vupynu 
6:34-35): 

Shuniu wmbiuur vupnywtg Yuphpp, hngtinpp t 
Obhqhpwywtp, qewg tpwhg ypu t wwmuwuufunitg pun 
tpwtg Ywpppp: Witmupwtttph vby9 2zwm jumwl EF np 
Lphunnuh wowytwhtpypniyehitip wy Ep np vpynhy Wumdn.t 
Awtwytt br fpw htm jywpwpbtpniyptwt vb dito, tpw ufpp 
Yuytybo ni. tnwt htbmbtitt: Ruyg nu tpptp sh tyutwtnit 
np nw wht bop dpqhpwywtp wimtubjny: 38wunpnu 
winwpbuyp zum wupg YEpuny whq jhatginid E np wojyetyp Ge 
oqtinyehit nuqnnh Yuphpp wiintbubyp purwpwp wywuwufuut 
sE Gr ogtinitwti huvwp vtgh nhiwd tnponp Yu ppngp 
Yuphpp uynuyhuny sh yugtgnih (Sw ynpnu 2: 14-17): 

Gpptwt vbp unphipttpp uwhiutunpwy tbo te stip 


Yupnn Ubqthg fublnpnnh wytyuywop muy, puyg up 
mun. Gop wt np Ywpnn Gop np tw bu Yuphp moh, yett 
bp whthupwop mupptp put —£: 8nyhwtthu t. Ytupnu 
Ohipwywt odwtynwniyepit neqnyn Yunht pnidniv 2inphtghh, 
npnjhtwnt. ohiwywh Yuptypniyehtittp snitthti (GQnndp 
Unuipbyng 3:1-10): 

Gpptit pnnnp Yu pt fosnt jurnn.y Spwgqnh huvwup 
ud qnivwp EF fwiuwmtuniw te niph2 spwgnh huwup ns: 
pu vuwunuufuumtp jpudufu uo E np wyu dpwqph hudwp 
Onippwmmninyehioip wrtjp gum £ vhiuh hunttdumnietuup: 
Gpptut wtp whgtuyh whdtwywt Yu pomwuttywt thnp- 
awnnyehLttip Yui Yypawyp wyumdwun E nuntini np juny 
Yuppph Qhuumiuudp with qquynt nuntutp: <Ehg wy uyuin- 
Gunny gumtp wibyh yumpwum bh «ppttg ubpmht fuounn» 
Ub Yuppp jwgqtgttjn. huvwp wkd tkhpnpniw Yumupt) yur 
wy, nujnnyebuup qnndot Wmutwgniyehit pip), puayg niph2 
Yuppph thuumiiwdp whinupptp jpoby: <uningniwsd tu np jt 
hnyfrttpp tr pk Wltnwpwtsmyuth ywmuufutunn.itpp 
pupngqswqwt wkd w2fummubp wykmp E muttt dnnnupnh ute 
tpunpwup Gr hGmwuppppniyehrt umbydtyn1 puquuuqui Yuphp- 
phpttph tr swnuynipeprtttph thywundudp: Wo dudwtwy £ 
np winwittpp te hnwotwinpttpp quiwqut spwuqptph ppu- 
Yutwgtwt hudwp wEmp nud wnphipttp nv Yupbtyhniyhit- 
Otp Go mpwdunpbtyn1: Wnoypu E np wtp tnirppwminippittph 
Gr SOwnuynyehiittph wnught 2gupdwohpp pth niphgp 
Yuphpp hugtgttyp tb. Wumdni won wth tpunwinnnibyp: 

Qt Ywpnn uyu mnntpp bp wiwpmpt huugth; wnwtg 
bu whdatwywt tpwfumbpp jwnttin Utbmupwtsmyutht 
Gr tOpw woigtuyp Gr ttpyuyh nhyunwpniyetwtp: Smpputwt 
tr. Gpypnnwtwt munitu unugh tw fethpmth <uy 
Utnwupwtuywt Gytntgn Gnhup Utupnytwt nuypngni, 
npp hhvtnvb; ne hnywouinpnt; nt hniywtunnpind £ 
Utnwpwtsuyuth ubengny: feb Auypngnil tr yt Gytntgnit 
uptniiu ubpdweoncky; E hwiumimph ubpdtpp: Gtingu, Uuphtyeh 
htm vhwuht ULbhmupwoismtwoth t. Utpduinp Uptrbypp <uy 
Utuwpwtuyuwt Gytntghttph Upnietwt othiewywt nv 
Pupnwywt hnywiwuinpniyetuudp Yupnnwgh, Gop umwmtuy, 
Woumniwdwpwutitut nun bLuyywmpwuumn hy ounuynyetwt 
huvtwup: Quimyu UWotwt yuyhyky — ULbmupwtsutwth 
Ohrwtwth hnyjwhuinpniyppitp fp pupdpwqnti niutwh 
muphttppt: Gipyuynit hl ounuywd Gybntghttphg wkyniut 
Yuytyni top ULtmupwtswtwoth tr <pruhpuuyph Witphyuyh 
<wy Uttmupwtwywt Upnietwt hnywtiuinpniehioip <uyng 
Liqnih nuuuwiniwt opwugnph huvwp: ULbmupwbtsutwotn 
who nip EF motgt; wtp ptmwmthbph wtnudtttph hurumph 
tr Umph qunpqugtiwt uty, npnh huvtwp thunp tt muyjfu 
UWumdnit Gr 2tnphuyuy Gd ULinupwtsuyuthg: Wnoypu £ 
np Wtnnwupwoismyuth hnywohuinpnipprtittpp yuytpad gum 
nipp2ttp fpttg tbpynpnitttpny ni ownuyniyehitiny hpttg 
Uuutwygniphitp piptt Urhmwupwtsmywoh wnwptiniyehitp 
2uipntowybynr be ponwpdawybyn qnpdonut: O 


* din. <Etinhl) Guhinuquplwe hniffat E Gyktinkyp 
(Luypdnphifwu) sug Wilanwpwtulput Unipp Cnpnpyniyefih 
Ghlntghp ta Purhutiuluanpn <nyfhe Lnu Whalgnuf Ufughuy 
Sw) Wikinupwutiulwt Gytinkghp: 
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Witphyuyh <w) Citnwupwtswywt Cohbpwhgniyetwt 9Qnpdwnynhp Stopkt Quikt 
Fuwtétwih Fooupp Utuwmtiptp 29, 2018-pt Gnptiwth ibs Wwywgny CLhmwpwiswhwth 
100-witwh <wgytpnyept 


«Utniwiin’nit b: - Swnpwhwuwy yp yutgip» 


i 


<upphip muppttp wnwy, 1918-ho, hny vp huynpynhttp, qhuwyhg huy 
dnnndnipyh jiu Gotpttwt whtinpinp gurht tr yuyhopt tr wouwjny 
ULtbunuipwith uppuqut ywmquupt dtniin unipt Witphyuyp <uy 
Utnuputswuywt Coytpulgniyetut: 

Utugtwyp yumuniytwt Yp wymuyutp Ge woinp yyuyniyehiot £: 

«Lh E wdipnns gnpttttpny wumnwhwuiun 

Tunpnity qnqtingt:» 


& 
q 
r 4 
0 
i] 
g 
3 


Or Al 


8tm Gyinttwt Uheht Uptrbjph wuyjtowwt Gpyppttpkt vptyb. Gipnujwt 

ti Witphywttpp Yuyp hwumunnny br YGpgunytu <wywumwutp Gr Wpgujuh hGpwinp umhiwtttpn.t ub wuypnn huy 
dnnndnipnp hnqgtinp, huugwmyut tr bpqhpwywt pupopniyehiip tupywmul nvotouyny, Wrtwwpwtsutuop jain te 
witipun_ity Sunuytg hwy dnnnynipyht: 

«Upaw’y gwott.- jwoinit mwipn ubnwtpt 

fo-Grpy 2zwpdniuit whuywpwgh’s jenny py.» 


UWofuwpn wu uppny Ge hudtwuywpthwuly nghny Utbmupwoiswmyutp hp hnqwudniyptwt hnywoiht mupwdtg wyphwgws von, 
Nppugwd nonin, wouEp duitniypt, hhrwtyn ywmuwuthht, wonky tpahmwuuwpyht, ynniyehrot ti qhunniyppit mthewgny 
niuwtinynht: Woinp nizwnpnitwt wowpyuy nupdu ginwmunwinietoikt Gnnnuypwd huyptowuynpnium quiqnimdttplt 
uptst. Upeht Uptrtyph wpnh wyumnunypetwt wmnGmuhwup huynihitp, wiquju huypttipph pwnwpwght, 
uuhtimtudtpd hwy qhinp Ge qhujnwght, pwtwyo ni qhtownwynyp, Yppwinnt nt hprwmtynwingp, twhumu htpnuh 
dotnnt nt quiwottpp, pninppt wenngniepiip, Yoouudwywpnwyp, neunivt ni quipqugniup: 

«Up2uy, guitk’.- ywtnit tinyeh jezneupht 

fo-nyn qnqtingky yeu sGyE uhpn pou.» 


Utnupwtsu wtp, nupwinn Uuyn Gybntghh uppuqui wowphynyetut Ynnppt fuhquiuonkt mupwodtg Wuuntidn) 
fuoupp, puidttg @phpumnupf puph jnipp te huawmph wynttpttpn1t wnwotnpntg hwy woihuunp: 

«Upaw’y gwoit’.- ywoinit Shpno tpzhuuppt 

fo-ny Uuunttpky jnpnh ubpvtp jniutnckt. 

Guinn wilt uby hwulyh vey Yuyehuyht 

pur huunthtuy vwu w3hun.uh vuupupttt:» 


Utbnnupwtsu woth mtubypp huy pumnwpwghh Eniyetut Ynpniipt uts Yptyngpye puupufuniwd ninnuwduniyp1o, 
Ytipwhww woifaupnwuiy pupnwywutinitwt tr wopwupp thupwaqph, yumudny? poytnuyht wpnwpniyetud, funoh, 
fuouph ti wamuywynntijnr wiquiunnietiut: Qunupwgh np Yp Gippnnt Yuduinp swnuyniehrip, Yp yupgk lupnywypt 
ppwiunvtpttpp tr ywinpwui EF qnhnikjn. hujyptkubph hwuwp: Lunwpwgf np yp ubpk Umtndhsp te Yp gnyuight 
wiinp utpp hp snpunht: 

«Swit, gwot’,.- tnyapuy hipnt uwhivtwttt,» 


Utnupusywtwtp gutt’g wnwtg funpnitut, gutt’g hwy dnnnynipynh hwtyntpn pninp wynuttpnzt ut, gutt’g 
woiuwpwghd Gr wnun: 

Utbnuputsu wtp gutt’g wowtg wy tyuyniyetwt, wnwtg tpnfuunwpda wywhwteyph, wnwt’g sunhuhupniyetwt 
wmtoswtppt: 

Suttig 

«hug 4q'E gpng intup 

Up Yundtp jek Yptynih» mpudtwpwtniyetunup: 


Ujuop, ULiunwpwtsuyuth woifrofin hungniut £ jet utp hwxwmpwlwt mtupypht vey Gwoiqnit, hqon ti qtiphzfimt 
wbinp E vty yumi vGp nupwinp huyptoihph vtwgnpnwg wyu unipp t2fump huyptoh hnyp, npni ypuy ywupp 
Jutpdwlwt vip dnnnynipnp: Utp hutwpwtwt ywtdtunniyehitp whmh vtuy huvumph, untndswqnpdniyetwt, 
qhunniptwit ti pwnwpwlpyeniyetwt tpupnu Up nwupatty wyu huyptthpp npn jnvwuwinp guhp wbmp £ tpyuiph 
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Jnowujpunp puto wii] Puppet ucs, wpnwpwugttyny utp untnouwt tr qnynyetwt Wumniuduyht wowphyinyehitn: 
Uhu, ULtnwpwisumyuth tpypnpyn huphipwitwyh ubpn), Swnwyniptwt tr huvwmph qnywuwméunn: 


Wtunwpwbswtwip’ Utpiwin’n& E: - 8unpwhwuwl yp yutiqhh 
Gytp whtwht dupnidwih htm tpyittp. 

«Lign ip wynut, hnpnt htipytpp ptpph 

(<uyptthph) 

<nyht ongtt nuyh pnjutp jenn hnuht:» 


GYtp gwutt’tp upwmuht: 


Utumbiptp 29, 2018-pi Gptiwth dks Ywywgnyn Citphyuyh <wy Vlbmupwtjwywt 
Cthtpwygniptwt 100-witwhh <uwaghtpnyeh <winhuwywp Untw lowtétwih Puph 
Q-wyjntump Fuoupp 


Up thofunrpt nbpwywmupttpp 

Up vhnfunrht ntiptpp 

Gp thnfunrpot win wtttpp 

Rwyg ngh& fnybb & 

Ubhuntg, dnwoewt, win 

Gi nght hnt E, wt nip’ np wkmp E pywy 
Gi nght Yp uutwnth, Gwfupwtpny vp 
Junugwtuyny wununiyetut pinitsbt 
Quywtwyniwd duwupnwth huwumpny 
Uywnugptniws Utupnuytwt gnitony 
dUtpwinpngniwd Uwpmupuyuimny, 
Gi wpduniwd nuptpnz pinutstt 


UWLtmupwtsmyutp Yoni upt E uyn nghh uwgph whuwhiwt 

A€wtwupuphpt 

~~ Gi wtnp dwnwjnnttpt ni uwmwpnnttpp wy pntuw2nn 
~ pndwiiny itp npnfg ptrtpnh ypwy hwigswd 

Un GGnpE duntwtwyttpn. mupwdpp thnhiutgnibyny ubpnityk ubpntyn 


Quop’, uttp yp 2hgbhip quyh, yp ywpnipnihtp, 
Gp uthnihnihtp, yp tinztsnihtp tr Yuppbtwutp pnind 
Woqui up Wiu: 


Gi whwiwuhy hnu top pnnapny Witphyw, Upesht Uptrbyp, Gipnuw. 

<nu, huyptohph hnnht ypuy, npnr ywmdwywt mupwdptt ubo vwu up whippwuroptt fyyniwo pywjn.o, 

nippy witwpynyuytontt pnth mGnwhwtniwes pywyoin.u, npp t. womnit, hugh Yupowm whip ypbwyp 

Otn Loy mniwo Ep ULimupwtswywt Coytpmlgniytwuti: 

Wu wunniuywt whiyprtwnwpduyht wwhnit hnu pywyp whuwhtwt nipwhiniyeprt E htop huwup, pywyny quiwyp 
huy WLinwpwtwywt hop vp np hp Wumniwdowmnin puqluuyhr 2unphpttpp fp uywu nnwd Ep waqqght, bytntghpt, te 
Utunupwtsu woth sunuwyniptut: 

Mumnuwuth huuwyhu swbopwugws tr qiwuhwumwud Eh Urihnwpwtsutwth w2afammutpttpp: Wuop Yuuyphd Gr yp 2tstu 
Utmupwtsuyuth wnontwt ni wuywquyh snughpttpp Ynnwyhg nvbboiuyny Quikt Fowtétutn: 

Wohuwhtwt nipwhniyehit — Yutqth; dtp nhiwg, puph quynium dub) Gt hhunppb) 4tq Upwuht motwufulpbyn 
Wtmupwtsuywth huphipuvtuy whiqniquywt sumuyniyehitin: 
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SUPPUGPNF SGUNUSNFPehFL 


Witphyuyh <wy Cibuwpwtwywt Cohbpwygniehit 
<wiwmph, Uhnny Gt Ownwjynietwt <wphipwitwy Uiwin 


UYtn. nun. dwu huwuéGwu* 


“. Uuu 

Unpwulwt Wuyjwptq 

<w) ULtmupwhwywtttp tham tnwsd bo swmugny 
Ypjenyetwt: Wu yuméwnny wintp nuunivitwyut nwhyppuy 
tnwd bo nuypngttp pwtwujnd Gybntghttpn. Ynnpht: 
Stnwuywinipebott vuwquynipdsttp wywumumt qnui 
Upwtttpnr br phytobwy fupdhpttpni vts tr nupngttp 
pught Ypwtttpn. muy be mufumwmr hhinwyttpni uo: 
Uowytpmttpp qimtht ypw yp tumEht ywpwaqnpny 
pudtniwod nwuupwtttpn uty: Nppwt np yp jpzbv <wybuh 
<w) ULbmwpwtwywt huduyopp wrt}h nupngttp nvbEp pwt 
Upiu hudtuypttpn: Ophptwuly <uyEyh huvitum Gkyfu Uwpuninh 
nt Swynimhth gngwtttpn1t wks Yuyht <uy ULhmupwtwuywut 
Quhiulppupwtttp 1940-mywt yniuyutttpnit: Gupqg up 
niypnghtp Ykuopniwt mwp dw2 yp vuumnigwttht unpwm 
w2uytpmttnn.t, npnigtif wkyt wy), bu Eh: dwiwtwhh 
pownpniinyg uyu twufuwtppwpwtttptt ntwtp wibygnight 
tppnpnuyut pudhtttp, tr tnytpuy Vpnzyeh uty hhvtnttbgw 
<uyuqhiwt Onbép (uydd <uiwjyumpwi): Wu nupngttpp yp 
Sunuybt wagh pninp quiwttpnit whfumpwpup: Wtintp 
wpmunynptght Ynpptwuy; tr niubw, nwumyupg up, npntp 
Ytpmtght jwgnn wuywquy Up hpttg tQujuptimpwsd vunght 
UE: ni huyjwpuniytuup hopqhtptht yp tipyuywghtt npytu 
Pbytigh, Edvmotnitgh yw Giynpntwuywt dupdwpwttt yuu 
Lumwph <uy Upniykt gnowtwiupm: 

7 3nzjpu 1996-h tpp Gptiwoih uky motnitgur <uy 
Uctwupwtwtwt Gytntghh hhitwunpniytut 150-witwp, 
Udbtuyt <uyng Guynnpynu Guptqght UW. hp fuouppt uke 


GUOSS Quupkghi &. 
Wikhugh Suyng Ipujannflnu 
su Cilanupuhuluth 


Gylinkgopttpn. hpitiuay- 
pnieliuit 150-witkulp 
hutinfuniyekuh, 
Gplamif kg: 


puu «...Qpwtig whitnnwtuyh tpwfumnughmuywt qnpdop, 
Uuutwinpwpwup wptiimbwut <uajywumuth br tut. npn 
sunhny, wpbriybwut nnuh dtp <uynzetwt numumpupwlyumyuo, 
nuypngwlwh, Ypywtwt vuupqnil: Gu ght hosni Gu wun, 
npnyhtmbtr puqiwyeh. nuypngttp Go pugn ib) tt qhmnyetwuti 
[yup wnwrk) surhny E mwpwodnrk) dtp dnnnynipnh uty <uy 
ULtbuwupwtwywt Gybntghh jumwl qnpdnittniyptuntp:»® 

Wituupwtsuyut Coytpwygnihrip Ybtuuywt ntp 
nLttgur <w) Witmupwtwulwt Yppwywt guigtt ttpw 
hunwpbyny tnippumniniehititp, wuywhnytyny Yuyniwdhtp, 
2htkyny nupngwulwh zEbptp, huyeuypetyny Ypyewlut fujwum Ge 
Ju oqiniyetiwt hubby Uhyht Wptbyph yumbtpuqittpne 
wyumdwunwt untnoniwd dqiwduitpn.t: Gbpywyhu zgning 
1000 w2w4tpmttp Yppwywt tuwum yp unwiwt, posytu 
Quitr 150 qn kautwbttp: <Gmbriwy mnytpny Yn tbpyuywgnih 
niypngttpny hudwnom wwunltpp: 

<wywumwmti odwmniwd E wpanhwywt yppwywt huu- 
muunniptuup up Fonpkt te Gnizwoihy Uctmputwt dup- 
dwpwtp tr <wiuytpuyht Gbynpnip, np 500 w2whtpm 
ponnvibjn. Yupnynniehrtp nih: 

3nitwumut nth vwhywywpnwmtg up Gngghthuyh 
Gybntghh hupyho wut: 

Qupuywumull np hho qunnip up tnd £, n-th Qnhup 
Utupnytwt updwpwtn: 

Upgwfu nth tphmwuuny powulsnipprt wp, npntg 
oqtiniptwt hutwn Urtmupwismywtp hhitwd EF snpu 
vuotqyuyupmtqtitp.- Unttihwiwytpmb uboy Munmhytwt 
Uwttuuwputd¢ hhvtiniwsd 2001-ht, Gnizhh uty “pyEqhpiwt 
Uwtwuyuuyupmtq hhitniws 2001-ht, Uupmultpmp uty 
U. ©. Gutuwqkwt Uwhyuuwpmntd hpitniws 2003-pt tr 
Wuytpwmth Uwotywuupmtq hhvtiniwd 2003-ht: 

Lppwtwt tows — hwpnium pk tbytntghttpny tr jek 
nypngttpny, uuluyh Lhpwtuth 16-witwy pumwpughwyut 
wyumbtpuqin ubdo Yowuttp hwugnig nuypngttpn.t: 8tm 
wyumtpuqiht 1995-ht Ybpwzhtniphrotp uyuwr Ut- 
mupwubtsmyuth oqtiniytuup ni. wnwytnpynniytuup, pwth 
np Lhpwtwth uks <uy ULbmupwtwywut huuwpwlniyprtin 
squgwd ni whyupnyniptwmt dumtniwd Ep: Lbpyuyhu 
pninp nuypnghtpp Onpngniwd nv puptihnfuniwod bo, uwtuyt 
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Ytiwotph unniptwt ywmdiwnny w2wytpmttpp Yppewywt 
who Quwumh Yuphpp nioht: <uyyuqkwt On Eép hhvtinitgwu 
1955-ht Umtipwt tb. Uwpp Utfmbwtttpni 25,000 mnpuph 
Otn_hpunniniyetuy fh jpamwumul Uwphh hop’ Sopye. Wpitiuy 
<uyyuqbkwth, Gnhihuyh Sbowotitwut dupdwupwohh Stontthpt, np 
Uuhugut ginwuywinipwt Guupnit ypuy: Shyht Snpktu 
Gbtppulkttwt Uthwytwt tt Xp. Umtipwt ©pypunubwt tute 
tuutulgtgut hhvtunpuht: nym. Swot Uupquptwt Gow 
hhvtunyhp Gupauguihp be wothounylu dtntupytg pupapugnyt 
niuvwit top ofwfuh up Yopmdwt’ 43 w2wybpmttpny ni thnpp 
whimétnd, puyg jagnit hwuiwmpny ne fPuwtnuywnnziebuup: 
nym. Uwpquptwt nititgur yw2mottnijptwt tpynr 
gnswttp, npnig uhot. dbwnuytg nyu. dhpytp NhyEqhpbut, 
np Gptp ndniwpht muphttp wignig (1967-1971): tnt. 
Uunquptwt uuu mboptinyetwt tpypnnyn znowtp 1971- 


Qhhmpukuh Oaypngh hhrttiuppniyelauh mnughi 
mupphkpnrh: 


pt, npn. popwgpht Lhpwtwth ywwmbtpwqip uyuur tL 
uyy optpnit bp qnmubtitwuypt ypu nnivp up pour: 1982 
muptzpgwoih Yinpswinnniptwt nym. Uwpquptwut hn 
hpwdwpwywotp mniun, npvl bup Vnyn. appt Sybspp on 
NEpniyph Uumniwdwupwtwywt Atvwupwth niunighs Ep, 
<uyyuqtwt On E6h bupaugqubh wyw2motn yuptg Bniohu 1982 — 
@Obunp. 1985: Mumbpwuqip wwumyugu tr O-njE6p umpwynitgwir 
wupyby, hudwyppp ne tpnfauynpnihy Dypnieh Wptrhytwt 
2nowtp nv huuumununzpy C.M.C. hhrwtnwtingh tfufuyht zbtppt 
uts: Unwgq Ounigsmuytimn Nifpiwu Qnpugtwt, fupqufuoplt te 
oqiniptuutp niphzttpni nhtwyuytg yumtipwuqih ndtiynwy 
wuylutttpp tr. GnjkGp pug wywuhtg, quyt neywywptyny 
gning 11 ndniwpht mwphttp: dtp. nym. Swh lwtéwt 
ULwfuuquhh wyu2motp umwidttg 1 Oqnum. 1995-ho nr 
ounuytg Uhtsb. 31 Oqnum. 2002: Gpyhpp Ybpw2htniyetut 
Gi jnjuh 2nowt up Yutgpttp: nln. FowhGtwt upugwu uyju 
hwébyp phywgpht <wyywqtwh On kéh hp huwwyhph zboptpp 
tnpnqbiny, top Yuynrwodttp webyghtyny nz tanfuwyptyny O-njE6p 
Ubpwqupnwpniw nt Gnpngniwsd 2boptnn vey: Wo Ybpuntgwltg 
Yppwywt spwmghnp ni qnpdoptpwgp: Winn withiwyuptinn 
Juymtuaptpwsd yantpnhanyehrop Grau Gn] E6h winwwturpnhiniiy 
<uudwjuwpwth 1997-ho: <wiwyuwpwtp uguwr qupytniip 
2nowt Up w2wybpmttpn~ ni Ypywwt opwghpttpnt wéniiny: 
1 Utum. 2002-F0 uyutuy Hip. ‘nym. On, <ujmouptwi 
umwtdattg Gufamquhh wyw2motp: Uyuniwd qupytiniin 
2wupniiwytg vkd fniwménivttnny, hosytu hwumuunitn 
<uyyuqywt Utppipph Niuniwtwuhpniptwt Gtnpntht, np 


gum pbiynn_t qnpdonitknihitttp nith Yuqumytpuybyny 
Uhswuqquyht huvdwqnitupttp uphippwhuyniptut znipg, 
hpwumupwybiny ghpptp <wiwyuwpwth mywpwtkt truy)t: 
8uny <udwjyuwpwip wyupqgtiwd EF 3860 Numyuinn (BA/ 
BBA/BS) wmhwynnuttp t. 178 Uwphumpnu (MA/MBA) 
mpmnnultp: tnym. <wymouptwt bp funhtd, wmwmy nr 
tipnpduinn. whdtwinpnretudp Yp 2wpntowyb wnwytnpyty 
<uuwyuwpwip: Utnduinp Uptijph Wunniwdwpwtutut 
Stuwpwtp gwpntoiwlnyehrotp fenipphny uke fuunhwtn_wd 
tptp Gtuupwtttpnt, hwumuumniwd 5 VEypniyh uwky 1932- 
pt: Qnpdwhgupwp <ujyuqtiwti <wiwjuwmpwtht htw, 
hnypittp t. Lphunnttiuy nuwunhupwyoitp Yp ywmpwumt: 
Utnupwtiswyutp qnndwygupwup vhuhpntiwuipwwt mn tptp 
Gybntguywt vupvptttpn. him ttgniy Yp Ywtqth wu 
hwuuumuuiniytut, nnlkl oqimniwo bo Utbhinph tt <wywumwtih 
<uy Ucbhmnupwtwtwt Gytntghttpn: Lipnjhrtuy pupapwgnyt 
Yppwyut huumuumniyhiottplt qum Lhpwtiwt nth 
snnu Gpypnpnwywt ywpdupwtttp <u ULibnuwpwtwqut 
Qn bé6, Ginpntwywt Pwpdpwqnt dupdwnwt, Unp 
Uwpwzh Guujiwt fwpehybut dupdupwt tb. Wtéuph <uwy 
Utwnupwtwywt dupdwupwt odmniwd dwoiuuwpmtqny 
nt Qufuwtppwupwtny, Gr vey vpeytwyupg ywpdwupwut’ cnn 
UWiuiinuh fe-npnutwt dupdupwip, npntp wb6 qnhnynniytuntp 
huytgh Gt Lphumnntbuyut nuunhupwynipit Yn guuiptt: 

Uniphw Up 2wpntiwE fp nnpipqudwt yumtpuqup, 
npnt wuméunur Epyppt dnynynipyp Yp ywpuynip: <uykuy 
nitfEp hhtq <u) UWltmupwtwtwt yupdupwtttp tr <uykuy 
Qnibép, uwyuyt ttpyuyjhu nth uhuyt Pboypt, Gpypnnnwmyut 
Dupdupwtp, qnp yp wywhnih utd qnhnyniytwup: Rug EF 
tut. Ufphwth ULbmwpwtwuyut dupdwupwip: <wybuy 9-njEé6h 
Yuyniwdp pudtnitgur <u ULtnupwtwuywt <uduyfph tr 
Unup Gphgutwt Uhtnmh vhgti, nip tut. hwumuumniws 
Edwin Guafawypywpwtp: futwulnuh ves yp zwpn_fhwaynih 
VEY Qufuwtppwpwt nuypng: Sbuwwyp tufuwyppwpwtp 
Youun rig, unyuyh wd w2fuummwbphtpny ybpwpwugnitgwr 
ti Yp 2wWpntiwE bp Sunuyniyppitin: 

fd-nipphw nih vky nupng <pwty Spoigh whiniuup, 
np hpvtiniwsd & 2003-pt Gtmpy Ow2ujh bybntgw2btipht 
ubo: Puyg twufu put ujn, 1950-mywt jnimywittnnit 
Tn. <pwtn Gprgkjbwt jnugwd Ep Ynjun) TQumwutbywt 
Snitp hpvttyn. qununhupp, np ppwqwutwgwmd Ep 4th. 
Phiquty GQujbuybuth puguytpniyetuntp t. dtp. Goniupyn 
fenyvuubwuth himtinnwywt w2fuwmumipny ni winp 
phynvop Yutqhtjny: Wu wmnitip oquuluin Gnu 1500-E wit}p 
wuwumwoihottpnr ippyniyetut: 

Witppyujyh Upwgtw, twhwtqttpn. its <u Wt- 
mupwtiwyutttp muphttpny tpmqwsd th nitithiwy nupng 
Up, np ybpeguiyku ppwtwtiwugw1980-pt, tpp Eypq bt Guinjoye 
Utphmttwt pnyptpp Ynypy qnitwup vp tnrpptght uyu 
tQywmuyht hudwp: dupdwnwtip hwumumnrigwur 1982- 
ht Luyppnpthuyh Gppvpt Oqu pwunwppt uty: Utpwmhttwt 
<uy Witwuwpwtiwywt dupdwpwtp nvop vwoiyuuwpwutgkt 
Uposb. 8-pn nuuwpwt (Upstwyung) tr Gwtusnit Yp yuybyrE 
Uwpltuunn~ wu2motulwt dwpiptttpltt (WASC — Uptitintwt 
Coytpwlgnryehrt nupnghtpnr tr Onjbéttpn.) pppbe npwl nr 
vuyupnwy nvotgny hwumunnnzphit: 

Utpyuinpnitwt tut. hupy © jhaty, pt hrpwpwtshin 
tytntgh hp Ynnpht nth Gppwulbontuy nuypng, uywuwitug be 
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; ‘ 
Si Lf aa 
Nhypnyeh <uy Qiinupuiiulah 8. Gyknkghp 
yumuhplin — 1962: 


Gphmuuupnwug uiquulybpunyehihttp npntp Lppumnttutwt 
nuumpupwtniyehit Yp guuptt: 


Gphuwuuwpnwg Opughpitp 

ULtwupwtsumyut CoytGpwmlgniphrtp vpzm jplynrtip 
Yutqhws ni pwmgwjtnpws F tphmwuwpynwg spwmghpttpp, 
pwoh np whtE Ywfutuy — dwuwdp up Gybntghttpnit nr 
huduytpht wywqut: Gpahmuuupnwg spughpttpp mupptin 
mtuwyp ne duwpnwdh qnponitkniyehrtttp niotht, npntp 
Yujutw, tO whhumttpn. muphpkt: Utntp y’ptngnytt 
Uhbnuytoptwy nuypngttpp, Mwmumttug, Qwtihg Yui 
Gphwuwuwpynwg Yuquwuybpyniphrtttpp, Wiuntuyht 
Unipp Gpng nuypngthtpp tb. Guvpupttpp pnynp muphpttpnr 
huwwp: Gohwwuwpnwg swnuyniyehiottpp ppbtg mupptn 
duyupnwyttpny waquuwptp nuzmtp Gow bo, nip wuywquy 
hnyfrttp wéwsd ni wbogwd nt Gnippniws Go Gytntgultwt tr 
pphumnthutwt nuumpupwtniytwt wuywpkght: Gytntghh 
Up hngtinp wnnngnyehitip Yufubwuy F woanudttpn hnqtinp 
ipnndawnniyethkt ti hnqtinp utnioiytt: Wu ubniotyp Yn uyuh 
Uppuybtontuy nupngttpn, Nuumubttug tb. Gapmwuumpnug 
Guquwytpyniyeprittpn. wks, posyku fut. wiwntuyht 
€wulpupttpne nip whdp yp ubwth nt hngtinpunyku y’weéh: 
Utd Gytntgutwt upnyehtittp nvtht ppttg Guudpupttpn: 
<ujywumwuth ULtmupwtwywt Gytntghttpp nitht 
juytumupwsd Guutpup up Ght Gnnhl, <woipwrwoh qinumtup), 
hnyfwmht ues, npn hhtp yn. quy Undtimumlwt gnowttkt: 
Unjtyytu Upgwiu nth bp Ynypy A@wipupp Vtmpnutwt 
wun.oint? Gnighh ukg, np hhvtunpniwd £ Sptqinh Vampnutwt 
pomwmtihpht Ynnuk, noni fut. Yp zwpnvowybtt thgniy 
Yutqhh) hnthg muptywt tnippwumniniyetuuip: Qu tpynr 
€wtpupttpp nitht w2ummuyhgttp, npntip muptywt 
Spughpttp Ya wwmpwuntt huqupwinn tpbhwbttpnr nr 
wyuumuthttpn. huvdwp: Spwtuuayh Upniyehrtp nibh tpynr 
d€uuvpupttp — Lu botyewht ty Lu Unipu: Utpduinp Uptbypp 
Ubnippitp np Y’ptyngnyr Unipfpw tt Lhpwtwt, pypwpwtship 
Gpyppt ves nth deywywt A@wipup, nnntp yp Ynsnipt 
LOU4U: Lhpwtwth 8Y9UGp wmtynwinnpniwsd EF vuyphttpnr 
wimunh wp uke MEypnyeh wptbrbybwt pupdanvipttpn1h ypuy: 
Lhpwtwth 16 mwppttpn. pwnwpwghwywt ywuntpwuquih 


poypwgppt uyu Yanpntp mupptp qhttuy funitptpni ynnit 
qnuinitigmi tr Ynpdwhinttgui: Pujg Yipsht pwth tin 
muphttpn: ptlypwgpht, Onpnqniwmd ti qnndwdtip nupaws 
E 2tnphh. Utbmupwtsutwut Coytpwulgnitwt bt. BYU4p 
puptyudttpn, w2fumutpttpnrt: Uniphn 2Y9WGp nn 
Youuniwod Ep yumbtpuquih yunndwnu, G&pyujpu fnpnqniwmsd 
Et. qnpdot: Upwmgtbuy Gwhwtgttpt wy nip Gpynr Guvpwuptty 
UCGFGELE Gudipwupp (upaniws), np yp qmtinih Uptriyjbwt 
withho ypwy, uy Gpaypnpnp UPGF duvdpwopp, Lwypnpnpthuyh 
uty: UWCGF Guvpupp poinwpdwl yuyp vpt £, np Yp qutnih 
woimunttpn. hnypmp up ukby, Lnu Wtaébjnutth vwky dui 
htyni: Swpniwt mupptp Gohwmtwuyttpnit, te yumyuuytu 
wunwi muppip muphph tpbfuwttpn., ywmwmthttnn., 
Gphmwuwpyttpnr tr wy) pAlpuyotpn. huuwtwp Gudpupttp yp 
Guquwuytpynipt ujhntyn: ULtmupwtsumyutp tuts y’oqtk 
Mt 4€hpuyh G. Anyyuphuyh Gybntghttpnet, Yuquuybpu by 
muptywt Guipupttp yupaniws yuyntpni uty: 


Uwpnwuppwwt Ogtniyehii 

Wu tnwd & ULtmupwtswywth jumyut2wmqut 
qnpon.itniyhitip’ wnwght onkt pul: Wann vwupnwufpwltwt 
oqtinipprtip umhiwtiniws sf wqquyht Gut Ynotmywt 
thwunilttpny: Gop vupnyuyjht wnkmttp ywmuwhpt wt 
oqiniyetwmt dtnp tnt: <uy huvuyhppt sunwynyepihittp 
Up duwmnigwtt hwubtiny hhrwtinht, otpht, nppht, 
nppbhtuyppht, wynpwmpt, whbuypt tb. mtnwhwiniwoht: 
UWu w2faumubtpttpp Yp mupniht mtnu wt Gytntghttpn 
Gr pohqtnpuypt ounuyniytwt Yanpntttpni vheyngny tL 
Uctwupwtsutwtpt htppwlwt wmowlgniyptuup: Onphulh 
huvwup, Witnupwtswyutp nputwywt tuwum yn muy 
pimwohpttpn: t. muptghtpn: npntp yp qutnthti<uywumwt, 
Dnwgh, Tniyyuphpw, tGwiwmnw, dpwumwt, Lhpwtwo, 
Uniphw tr Orpnryniky: Gung Up Gpyhpttp ppttg vwutwinp 
muqhwuwyhg wwupuquitpn.t, ywmdéwun nitht oqimytwi 
ub YuphppP posyhuht to <wywumwt, Lpputwt Gb. Uniphw: 

<ujywumwuth hutiwp Uitbmupwtsumywtp nth 
oqinietwt spwmghnp vp 1600 twin yotpni tb pomwthpttnni, 
Jubutwywjniytwt spumghp up otptnni, Gptiwmth wks 
Wouynit Yipyny Yp wwht Wothybwt nuptiwtuumn.ip, 
Unuittupnidwpwt ip dutwanph uty, tr <wipurwth 
€wupupp nip 2ning 1600 twin iyttp yp hwtqunwmtwt nr 


Sugmumuip ta 


Ungujup yupppuanp — 
Umbnihikyne uy j 


Uumulupupnyaprh: 
& 
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Qhutpinh tumulupupniyeprch sajuzkifp uy 
Qhhmupumtuluh Tapduputfh wzulkpmbbpnch 
1950-wyuh muppiipnih Lhputiiut): 


Yp ubwoht hnqtinpwytu tt bhpqhpwyku: Uwtniyttpnr 
fubwutwuywyniptwt spwghpp Yp hnywtwinnk Ut- 
mupwbsumyuth Opptpnr tr Gupppuinp Gpbhiuttpnr futu- 
Uuyujniptwmt 8Swmtdtwujuniipp, np uyuw pp w2fuw- 
mutpttpnit <wywumwmth tpypw2updth whtifyuuyu tmp: 
Uwtniyttpnr Ywy yp pwdtnih zgning 500 ptimwuihphtpn.: 
9000-E witjh dwtntyitp Yp ummtwt Otniinh tnitpttp: 
Utnnupwbtswuqutp tut yvoqtk wwtintyotpni fubuutp mwtinn 
Ytinpntttpn, dwotquudunipttpn., dwoywuyut hhrwtnwtng- 
nwitingttpn: ti qnhniwes qhtninpttpn. Ge wqumuntwapmpyotpne 
poimuthpttpnit: Ltpstpu oqtiniptwti guttpt wrtjgwt 
Unippwhuy qunpwtwtttp, npntig ULbmupwiswmyutp oqitg 
<wywumwi tanfuunpnebyjnz ne hwumuunbyny: <uy APdzyuywt 
Unuwuptjniphiip, wnwygtnpnniptuup Sopp: Ujwtnp 
Hhyhubuh, pop muphttpek h Yop <wywumwut yp vbyoh hp hom 
muttyny Yudwinn pdh2yttp, pd2zywywt dwutwughmttn 
ti pnidpnyptp, Gr quiwnttpni wks <uy dnynnynipynht app 
pd2zyw wt oqiniyepit Yp dunnigwtth: Wu funiipp uquun pp 
Sunuynyehiotp vunnigwoit); Lnnhh vuipgh Umtithwtwiwt te 
Guwiwanp punwpttpnz uty, wuyw ppttg guoiqht witjgnight 
twtr. UpLthph wuinght uky Upuhwt pwnwmpp hosyku twtr 
Gpbuuthp: 

Ungwiup wko tuwum Yp umwiwt gnipg 200 npptp, 
Yupomtuy dwointyotp tr Guyehutuwumh Yupom finpwdptttn: 
Gni2hh Guipuipht ves huiphipwenp ttn yotp be ywmwubtpotp 
§Yp ubwotpt hnqgtuyku tt bhpqhpwmytu tb. hwphipurnp tpt- 
Juwttp Gtn tynh wyyht Yn umwtwt tnik_pttp: Gnizhh ute 
Utunuputsumtwtp tut. hwumumwsd £ Gnyn 8tptyuyjht 
Ybinpntp nip Vwotnyttp nypngwywt dwttpkt typ yn 
qui hpthg nuutpp wyumpwumbyn, utnigmtnrijn. tt wy) 
uy, mMtbuwhh poytnuyht ownuyniptwi oqtinihrt umu- 
fQwynt hupy Gowd wwpwuquyht: Wu pninppt Ynnpht 
fut. Ungujup wwmtpwqipt qnhniwsd qhtninnttpni tr 
wuqumutwupmpyottpn: phnwbthpttpp htppwtwt tuwum yn 
unwoiwt ULbmupwbsuuotto: 

Lppwtwt quitninn Ywpombuyttp tfuywumn yp unwtwt 
<w) ULtnwpwtwuyut Coytpuyht Gunuyniptut Gbynpntht 
Upgngny: Urbmuputsuywtp Yoqtk Lhpwtwth <wy SGtpw- 


Onght t. Woywpttpn. Gknpntht, hosuytu tut. Uniphwhuy 
thufuunwultwottpn., npntip Lhpwtwoth vEy wuywumwt qmud 
tt: 

Uniphw quitninn huwynyehrtp whyupnn £ hp threw wt 
waypniump wuywhnytyn. wwmbtpuqih uywméwunur: Wontg 
Ytiwotpp Yufutwy E wpmuphpt oginytit: ULhmupwtsutwtn 
ti niph? Ywqdwytpynihitittp Yp jighbt wyu Yuphpp 
htippwwt ohiwhwt tr utniiyn pwdtbtyny: Gytntghtthp, 
nuypngttp, hnyprLoitp, hwoiquntwt Ynsniwd niunighsttp, 
Gnyptpn Coytpwmygniyhitp ti Otpwtingp buypwun Yp unwtwoh 
2uipntfwyupun: 

Numn2wé — winnpwnwuntwy; <wy ULtmupwtiwywt 
Coytpuypt Swnuyniptwt Gtnpnth vuunnigwd dswnw- 
Jnietwt 1970-wywh jniwywtttpnit thnn <wy qun- 
pwywtttpn.t, npnop huumumnitgurt Lnu Wohébjnup 
<wyhynimh gngwoht uky: ULtmupwtismywtp pugujtntg 
uyju Opwughpp ny vhujyh wnwyeht mupniuy sufuutpp hn- 
quyjny, wy], muptbywt oqtnitutp: Ginpnth wwu2mo- 
fQuywi pugnitp Ywmupnitgur 1977-ht: UGtnpntn 
vumnig poytpuyjyhti swnuynipprti qutiwqui vwupgtpn 
uk poyyku qunewywhttpnr junphhpnwmniniehrt vw- 
mnigwitiny, w2fummutp wywhnybkjny, niunittw- 
Ywt vwnpgh vrs oqttiny, br whiqkpkth nt. Witphybwt 
U2mynjyph ohitp nuuuwintjny: Gknpntp fp w2fuu- 
mutpttpp nunntgnig 31 Uwnwm, 2012-ho: 

Utmupwtsuqwth huphipwtuyp 20 whypnt mnpwph 
wpzuLhpt Yuuywygniptudp hhumwupwtniws gnpnyyht 
UvEsh himbtttwy, huumniwop hu yhné Ykpyny yp thwpwugnk 
Coytpwygnijtwt gwiptpp.- «<wphip muphttp U<UL-p 
Sinng dunuytg, huvwmpp qnndtulwitwgnig wtp Yuphpuinp 
Gnpuynpttpnit te pnyptpnit, oqitg tybntghttpnit nupngttp 
tr wiuntuypt Yanpntttp hmunumnbjny, Ybbuupup pnid 
oquiniphiti muyjny, Ypewywt wnhpttp umbyndotjny be 
Yupombuyht oqhityny: <wiumph, uppny tr Swnuyniyetwo ujyu 
Qunwitny wuywqut Yp nhtwugnwu top, npytugh Ywpttiwtp 
wibyhny utp ownuyniyhitp dumnigwtit; Stnny oqthtjny 
nipp2ttpni»:° 

Utnunwisw wtp yp nhtwugpuk huyuayutwt vupmu- 
hpurtp witnwpwutsnietut, Ypynyetwo, tnapmwuumupynniyetwut 
Gr puptgqnpdoniptut pwyt opptpkt ttpu: Wu poinp dwpmu- 
hpukpttpp hurwumpwuryku nhiwqpurbk) wkd fuwumniyeh.o, 
u—p Gt Ynpny Yn wwhwihytt: Wumnion jntuwjny tr wtp 
dnnnynipnht wewtgniyetwup, ULbmupwtsmqywtp whmh 
Yuptoiwy hutypuwtwy uppny Yuutnipsp* ywhtyny pp mbupypp 
nt wnwptynyehitp: Guptinnp 8huntup ywunitpht whut 
E, np Wpul.- «Oiptut, qwsd tnktp, hosuytu dtp huypt wy qpws 
Em» (ort 6.36 

Lkng 


Lin. Onin. Putt Fowtidluh taupulpt tpuuguht E Qypnyap 


<uylmqkhuh suclkujuupulip: 
8. <uywunwtituyg WLihmwpwiulwt Gybntgh 
(Mupptpwptpye), Gatrmt 1996 


9. The Centennial Campaign, AMAA, p.1 


* Glinphuljuynyokut updutp E Lnpqu Sutiywugqhulifp ogin- 
jefitip fx bipypnutp ugu gqpnyelul yuonpuunnyelut hukup: 
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Book Review 


The Genesis and Early Development of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 
By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian 


By Rev. Peter Doghramji, Ph.D. 


T his volume is a timely celebration of the Centennial of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America, authored 
by a uniquely qualified church historian, minister and 
theologian. 

Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian is a teacher of the Armenian 
Evangelical community worldwide and has worked diligently to have 
a complete history of the birth and maturation of the AMAA. As he 
puts it in his concluding paragraphs, this is not only a “retrospective” 
look at the history of the AMAA, but also an “introspective” study 
of the lessons we learn from that history. It is also a “prospective” 
direction of the AMAA within the larger context of the hopes and 
aspirations of the entire Armenian community in America and 
abroad. 

This book also covers, in part, a historical review of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church. Rev. Dr. Tootikian rightly highlights 
the dictum, that the Church cannot be devoid of mission and, 
conversely, mission without the Church cannot survive. Both are 
intertwined for the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
service in His name. The AMAA was born in the arms of the AEU 
which nursed it, organized it, and structured its raison d’etre. 

A century ago, Armenians were being decimated by the Geno- 


cide. Providentially the pain and 
suffering they experienced became 
the birth pangs of the Church to 
bring forth the AMAA, not because 
of the Genocide but in spite of it. 
The AMAA was the response of the 
Armenian Christianity to the atroci- 
ties of an evil empire. 

This book is rather small in 
size and few in pages, but it is 
encyclopedic in portraying the lives and services o ay 
people as well as pastors. Through the AMAA they were able to 
reach out to a bereaved community and share the Good News of 
Christ by word and deed. 

Armenians worldwide owe a word of gratitude to Rev. Dr. 
Tootikian for introducing the calling of the AMAA to the celebrants 
of the next bicentennial. 

Copies of the book may be purchased from the AMAA office: 
31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652 or by visiting the AMAA 
Bookstore at www.amaa.org. Price: $20.00 plus shipping and 
handling $5.00. 


Editor's Note: At the threshold of the Centennial the AMAA commissioned Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian to research and publish the 
history of the founding of the AMAA. In his famous diligence, Rev. Tootikian brilliantly completed the task and the book has seen 
the light and is available at the AMAA bookstore. We thank Rev. Tootikian for this gracious and timely accomplishment. 


Re CHILDRENISFA 


SILENTAUG dC 
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SHION SHOW 


IN S&COLCUNGHEON 


Obituaries 


é- 
@§@ A Tribute to Samuel Hekemian, Jr. 


(The following is a tribute to Samuel Hekemian, Jr. delivered by Zaven 
Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO of the AMAA, at Mr. Hekemian’s funeral at 
the Armenian Presbyterian Church in Paramus, NJ on August 31, 2018. See 
Samuel Hekemian's obituary on page 45.) 


t’s risky to indulge in the records of the AMAA. Successive AMAA administrations have diligently 

maintained a seamless record of Board minutes over the course of its hundred-year history. No, there 

is no danger from the paper records. They are legible, devoid of harmful material. The danger is in 

one’s inability to get out of that trap of joy, nourishment, education, knowledge and amazement of 
the wisdom, labor and intellect that generations of elite AMAA leadership have invested and sacrificed for 
the good of the mission and the Glory of God. 

A century of vision, planning, hard work, sweat, giving and sacrifice has shored the foundation of 
this God blessed organization one brick at a time. 

Serving the AMAA for many decades, Sam Hekemian, Jr. was a brick that held the organization; 
solid, strong, faithful. 

My indulgence in the Board of Directors’ minutes of 1979-80 brought to light how Sam Hekemian, 
Jr., President of the Armenian Missionary Association of America during that time, exceptionally led the 
AMAA Board to overcome the storms of 

-a civil war humanitarian crisis in Lebanon 

-a consequential financial crisis in Lebanon’s Armenian school system 

-the confiscation of Armenian properties in Turkey, seizure of Camp Armen and the persecution 
of its Director, Hrant Guzelian. 

Sam Hekemian led the organization and experienced the joy of guiding it safely through the valleys 
of anxiety and the crossroads of impasse. 

The Hekemian Brothers are household names at 31 W. Century Rd., Paramus, New Jersey. Every 
day, on either floor of the Association’s Headquarters, I constantly encounter their names on plaques as 
members of the Building Committee or the gracious donors of the AMAA Board Room ‘for the glory of 
God and in Memory of their parents Sam and Elizabeth Hekemian.’ 

It is not surprising that in his opening remarks at the first Board meeting Sam presided over as 
President of the AMAA, the minutes reflect that he said, “his father and the whole family have been involved 
for many years with the work of the Association and he will do his best.’ 

Sam loved his Lord and honored his parents. 

In John 15:10 Jesus says, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My Love; just as I 
have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His Love.” 

As children of God we are blessed with creativity, independence and freedom of choice to carve 
our own paths. But we have beholden role models in both our heavenly and earthly fathers who deserve 
our love, respect and obedience. 

May we honor the legacy of this God loving man, Sam Hekemian, Jr. by upholding his faithfulness 
and perpetuating his memory reflecting his love of God, his people, humanity and the AMAA. 

On behalf of the Armenian Missionary Association of America, its President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian 
and the entire Board, and my wife Sona, I extend deepest sympathies to Mrs. Sandra Hekemian, Peter and 
Genevieve, Jeffery and Rachel, Richard, Mark and Brittany, the grandchildren, extended family and friends. 
May he rest in peace! 
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Rev. Dr. Habib Alajaji 

Rev. Dr. Habib 
B. Alajaji was born 
in Aleppo, Syria on 
August 28, 1937. He 
was raised in a loving 
Christian home, the 
oldest of five children 
born to Basil and 
Nartouhi Khosrofian 
Alajaji. 

At the age of 11, he accepted Christ 
as his personal savior, with his mother’s 
influence. He moved to Beirut, Lebanon 
at the age of 19 to finish high school, and 
attended a service where a missionary 
speaker gave a Call to ministry. 

He began attending Evangelical 
Theological School. In September 1970, 
he joined the Church of the Nazarene in 
Beirut where he served as Pastor and 
later as the District Superintendent of 
the Lebanon, Syria and Jordan Districts. 
His knowledge of the Armenian, English, 
Arabic and Turkish languages made hima 
strategic leader in the church's Middle East 
efforts. In 1974, he received his Bachelor 
of Theology degree from the Near East 
School of Theology. 

In 1978, the Church of the Nazarene’s 
World Mission department convinced 
Habib to leave the area until the war 
subsided. Dr. Gerald Johnson suggested 
a six-month trip to the U.S. to raise funds 
and awareness for the Middle East, and 
ultimately, Habib and Ruth and their four 
children moved permanently to the U.S. in 
1979. Later that year, under the guidance 
of the Los Angeles District and Dr. Ben- 
efiel, they established the first Armenian 
Church of the Nazarene in the United 
States in Glendale, CA. 

Habib continued his education, re- 
ceiving a M.A. in Religion and a Ph. D. of 
Philosophy from the California Graduate 
School of Theology. He continued to serve 
in Glendale for 25 years, preaching regu- 
larly on the Armenian television channel 
as well as traveling to teach in Armenia 
and Cyprus at the European Nazarene 
Bible College. 

After the earthquake in 1988, the Lord 
opened the door for Habib to visit Armenia 
and led him to start churches in Yerevan 
and Gyumri, the beginning of the Naza- 
rene ministry in Armenia. The Glendale 
church was also instrumental in starting 
churches in Whittier, Pasadena, and North 
Hollywood, CA. Being a Badveli was his 
favorite role, leading souls to Christ and 
teaching from the Word of God. 


In 2005, he officially retired from full 
time ministry, but continued to serve the 
Lord, preaching in Australia and teaching 
and preaching in Armenia. He continued 
to serve as Pastor Emeritus in Glendale, 
leading weekly Bible studies and helping 
as needed. Habib enjoyed the role of 
mentor and advisor and encouraged Hrag 
Karagoezian as he passed on the torch 
of pastoral leadership of the Glendale 
church. 

Badveli Alajaji passed away peace- 
fully at his home on Sunday, October 14, 
2018. He is survived by his wife Ruth 
Pashgian Alajaji; son Bill Alajaji; daugh- 
ters Nora Wilson (Rev. Stephen), Hilda 
Hovsepian (Shant), and Rhoda Alajaji; 
and grandchildren David Wilson, James 
Wilson, Hannah Wilson, and Yevah 
Hovsepian. 

Funeral services were held on Friday, 
October 19 at Church of the Recessional, 
Forest Lawn, Glendale, CA. Memorial dona- 
tions may be sent to the Armenian Church 
of the Nazarene in Glendale, CA. 


Vahe Barsoumian 
Vahe Barsoumian, 
age 80, passed away on 
November 1, 2018 in 
Sherman Oaks, CA. 

Vahe was born 
on May 20, 1938 in 
Aleppo, Syria to Pu- 
zant and Rozine Bar- 
soumian becoming 
the youngest of three children along 
with his eldest sister Artemis, and older 
brother Albert. He grew up in a loving 
Christian home and attended the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Emmanuel School 
in Aleppo for his elementary education 
and continued his academic instruction 
at Aleppo College. He enjoyed singing 
in the church choir with his siblings and 
friends. 

The Barsoumian family moved to 
the United States and settled in Southern 
California, where he opened his own dry- 
cleaning business and worked in that field 
for over 30 years. In 1980, Vahe met Flora 
Kalaydjian and married her on August 2, 
1981 in Los Angeles. God soon blessed 
them with two children: Shant and Taleen 
born only a little over a year apart. Shant 
became a Pastor and is serving in the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Union of North America 
working with the youth. Taleen became an 
elementary school teacher and served at 
Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School. 
Taleen married Movses Sherbetjian bring- 


ing more joy into Vahe’s life especially after 
the birth of their son, Vahe’s only grandchild 
Jacob, in 2016. 

Vahe was a hard-working, selfless and 
faithful individual who always tried to meet 
the needs of others and did everything with 
a smile and good humor. 

Funeral services were held on 
November 7 at Forest Lawn Cemetery. 
Vahe is survived by his wife Flora, son 
Shant, daughter Taleen, son-in law, 
Movses, and grandson Jacob. He 
also leaves behind his brother Albert, his 
wife Sona, their children Ara and Tanya, 
sister Artemis O’Donnell, her children 


Gerry O’Donnell wife Kimberly and 
their family and Bobby O’Donnell as 
well as many other family members 
and friends. O 
Zaven Bilezikjian, M.D. 
Bilezikjian of Santa 
Ana, CA, affection- 
ately known as “Dr. 
B,” passed away on 
September 27, 2018 
after an eight-year 
battle with prostate 

He was born in Aleppo, Syria to 
Armenian parents, Youhanna and Zabel 
Bilezikjian. Following his early education 
at the Armenian Emmanuel Evangelical 
Elementary School and high school 
years at Aleppo College, Zaven attended 
the American University of Beirut (AUB), 
After completing a year of internship at 
the University of Pennsylvania-affiliated 
Philadelphia General Hospital in 1967, 
Zaven enlisted in the Navy and was 
assigned to a Marine Unit in Camp 
Pendleton. He was deployed to Vietnam 
for one year, which included a field hospital 
surgical unit in Saigon. In 1969, Zaven 
voluntarily resigned his Navy commission 
as Lieutenant Junior Grade to resume 
civilian life and continue his medical 
training. 

Zaven returned to Southern California 
for his Orthopedic Surgery Residency 
He subsequently started an Orthopedic 
Surgery practice in La Palma, CA. “Dr. B” 
ultimately had offices at both La Palma 
and Anaheim Memorial Hospitals and 
had a surgery career that lasted more 
than 25 years. He was well respected by 
his colleagues and more than once was 


Zaven Garabed | fame 1 
p a 
cancer. He was 76. 
graduating from medical school in 1966. 
outside of Da Nang and an orthopedic 
training at UCLA from 1969 to 1974. 
elected Chief of Staff and Chief of Surgery. 
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During his residency at UCLA, Zaven 
married Charlene (Sherry) Tipton and they 
were married from 1971 to 1985. Zaven and 
Sherry had three children: Tanya, Sandra 
and Mark. Zaven was a loving and caring 
Dad who enjoyed family-time with his chil- 
dren and was always there for them. 

In 1999, Zaven met Jamie Yale Coluc- 
ci and they were married in 2002. Zaven 
became a beloved step-dad to Jamie’s 
eleven-year-old daughter, Gina Colucci. 
Zaven and Jamie had a wonderful life of 
traveling, enjoying their blended family 
and entertaining family and friends. Zaven 
was a great tennis, chess, backgammon, 
belotte, and bridge player. He was an avid 
reader of a wide range of topics, played the 
piano beautifully and had a tremendous 
appreciation and knowledge of classical 
music. He was greatly loved and will be 
remembered fondly by all who knew him. 

Zaven was predeceased by his par- 
ents and his niece Tina Bilezikjian Alunni. 
He is survived by his wife, Jamie, and 
his children Tanya, Sandra, Mark and 
Gina. He is also survived by his brother 
Vahe (Grace), sisters Berta (Richard) 
and Louise (Rick), nephew John (Marilia), 
nephew-in-law Tony Alunni, grandnieces 
and a grandnephew, in-laws and cousins. 

A private memorial service officiated 
by Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni was held 
November 10 at the Tustin Presbyterian 
Church in Orange Country, CA. Donations 
may be made to the Zabel and Youhanna 
Bilezikjian Endowment Fund at the AMAA 
in memory of Zaven Bilezikjian. O 


Krikor M. Heghinian 

Krikor M. Heghin- 
ian of Watertown, 
MA passed away on 
September 29, 2018. 
He was 71. 

Krikor was born 
in Aleppo, Syria on 
February 28, 1947, 
brother to five sisters 
who were by his side since his health 
deteriorated. His life took him from the 
humblest beginnings in Aleppo, Syria to 
the highest reaches of science and to far 
corners of the world. He went first to Beirut 
where he earned his bachelor’s degree 
and then joined his entire family who had 
immigrated to Watertown. 

Krikor earned his master’s degree 
from Northeastern University and began 
his career at Harvard Medical School. He 
worked there with future Nobel laureate 
Baruj Benacerraf with whom he pub- 


lished six papers. In his final months at 
Mass General Hospital, he encountered 
doctors from all over the world. When a 
doctor from Egypt came in, Krikor spoke 
with him in Arabic. A Turkish doctor was 
surprised when he spoke Turkish. There 
was even an Armenian doctor from Leba- 
non. They all remembered their medical 
school training and Krikor’s papers that 
they had studied. 

Shortly after his mother passed 
away much too young, he continued his 
research in immunology in Minnesota with 
3M. Along the way, he helped his father 
Manase realize a life-long dream to visit 
his ancestral Armenia. They travelled there 
together by way of Moscow. Manase was 
a man of few words but there is no doubt 
that Krikor helped him fill a void that he 
had carried all his life. When Manase’s 
health declined, Krikor, ever the faithful 
son, came home to Watertown to help his 
sisters care for him. 

He moved to California to develop 
immunoassays for Baxter Hyland before 
returning home once again. 

Krikor was a doting uncle. In his final 
months, nothing lifted his spirits more or 
put an enormous smile on his face more 
than a visit, video or photo from his seven 
nieces and nephews, or from his grand- 
nieces and grandnephews. 

Krikor had no use for anything for 
himself. Whatever he had, he would use 
to help someone else. In his retirement 
years, he worked at the Armenian Library 
and Museum to help preserve his beloved 
heritage. He never owned a house but 
loved gardening and landscaping and 
knew a lot about masonry. 

A funeral service was held at the 
Armenian Memorial Church in Watertown 
on October 5 followed by the interment at 
Ridgelawn Cemetery in Watertown not far 
from his mother and father. Memorial gifts 
may be made to the AMAA for the Bethel 
School of Aleppo. U 


Samuel Hekemian, J r. 
Samuel Hekem- 
ian, Jr. of Oradell, 
NJ, former President 
of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association 
of America, passed 
away on August 21, 
2018. He was 89. 
Born on March 
29, 1929 to Samuel 


and Elizabeth 
Hekemian in Paterson, NJ, he grew 
up in Hasbrouck Heights, NJ. He was 


the beloved husband of Sandra and 
the loving father of Peter (Genevieve), 
Jeffrey (Rachel), Richard and Mark 
(Brittany), all of whom survive him. His six 
grandchildren - Jake, Jersey, Christian, 
Juliet, Gwyneth and Jeffrey - were the 
crown jewels of his life. 

Sam was the Chairman & President 
of The S. Hekemian Group in Englewood, 
NJ (and prior to that, Hekemian & Co.), 
working as a residential and commercial 
real estate developer for nearly 60 years. 
In these roles, he was able to make a 
tremendous impact throughout the state 
of New Jersey. 

An avid member of the Armenian 
community, he served as President of 
the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America and as an elder at the Armenian 
Presbyterian Church. He also served on 
the Board of the Hackensack University 
Medical Center. 

Sam graduated from Hasbrouck 
Heights High School in 1947 and 
continued his education at Rutgers 
University, where he earned his B.S. in 
Business Administration in 1951. He had 
a passion for gardening and growing 
vegetables at home, and greatly enjoyed 
time spent on the beach in Loveladies, 
Long Beach Island. 

Memorial gifts may be made to the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church of Para- 
mus, NJ. O 


The AMAA Board of Directors and 
the staff wish to extend their heartfelt 
condolences to the families of the 
following deceased friends. 


* Nora Antonian 
Encino, CA 


Nerses and Alice Festekjian 
Northridge, CA 


Hayrabed Geukgeuzian 
Fairlawn, NJ 


Berge Kayaian 
Fresh Meadows, NY 


Glorya Tezekjian LaSpesa 
Glendale, AZ 


Richard J. Manoogian 
Fresno, CA 


Aron Margosian 
Visalia, CA 


Jack Parnoutsoukian 
Hughson, CA 


* Memorials designated for AMAA 
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Featured Books 


New Testament 

Western Armenian and 
Today's English version. 
Item # 508 - Price $15.00 


A Century of Armenian 
Protestantism 1846-1946 
(Second Printing) 

The author recounts the 
history of the Armenian 
Evangelical movement 
from its beginning to 1946. 
by Leon Arpee 

Item # 365 - Price: $20.00 


Exploring Our Faith: 

any : ne In the Words of the 
renhSen a Anosties' Creed 

92909009 By Rev. Dr. Peter 

felewe vee Doghranji 

’ Item # 358 - Price: $10.00 


Reclaiming Konia 
A tale of love, loss and the 


. » | on the true story of Melkon 
pS Jenanyan. 
By Heather Ruth Martin 


Armenian English Diglot 


Armenian Genocide — based 


Item # 376CO - Price: $14.99 


Untnp Gnuwyhu AGpnuu&p 
UnduEu &t Andquwu 


g and Jonah 

= Story book in Armenian for 
ages 5-10 (includes CD). 
saetut | Published by AEUNA 


LEMOUL © AUDIO CD 


A History of Armenian 
Christianity (Second 
Printing) 

A fairly objective overview 
of the Christian pilgrimage 
of the Armenian people 
throughout the centuries. 
by Leon Arpee 

Item # 366 - Price: $30.00 


_ The Armenian Genocide 

| Evidence from the German 
Foreign Office Archives, 
1915-1916. 

Compiled and edited by 
Wolfgang Gust 

Item # 349 - Price: $75.00 


The Youth Home of 
Istanbul: A Story of the 
Remnants' Homecoming. 
By Hrant Guzelian 


Item # 357- Price: $20.00 


Heroes of the Bible: Moses 


Item # 402CO - Price: $10.00 


History of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches of 
North and South America 
History of AEUNA churches, 
their founders, locations, 
pastors, leaders, and programs. 
Published by AEUNA 

Item # 401CO - Price: $10.00 


The Hymnal (Hokevor 
Yerkaran) 

Znqtinp Gaqupwt 
Bilingual Hymns 

Item # 353 - Price: $30.00 


The Recipes of Musa Dagh 
An Armenian Cookbook in 
a Dialect of its Own. 

by Alberta, Anna and 
Louisa Magzanian 

Item # 364CO - Price: $19.50 


The Thirsty Enemy 
- A Memoir 


sa, Dr. Markarian’s (founding 
@ President of Haigazian 


University) and his wife’s ad- 
venturous living in Lebanon 
during the Civil War Years. 
Rev. Dr. John Markarian 
Item # 335 - Price: $15.00 


For a complete listing of our Bookstore items, please contact AMAA Bookstore Tel. 201.265.2607, or visit www.amaa.org/bookstore 


Received With Thanks 


The AMAA acknowledges with gratitude receipt of the following publication: 


Or Ss 
() Li il 


TOWARD LIGHT AND LIFE - Reflections of Catholicos Karekin Hovsepian, Edited and Translated by 
Roberta Ervine and Michael Daniel Findikyan - 2018. 


Back Cover Photo: The Choir of the Second Armenian Evangelical Church of Aintab, 19H (Courtesy of Perla Nazarian Kotoyan) 
Below are the names of the choir members. There are just a few people who are unidentified. If you recognize them, please call the 


AMAA (201.265.2607) or e-mail (amaanews@amaa.org). We greatly appreciate your help. 


Front row seated L to R: Ephronia Nazarian Khachadourian, Yervant Nazarian, Zekie Levonian Kuljian, Levon Levonian (Toh (9*) 
Levon - founder of Ousoumnasirats school in Aleppo), Alice Bezjian, Rosa Haleblian, Jamil Haleblian. Middle row L to R: Mariam (last 
name unknown), Aznive DeMirjian, Vartouhi Loshkhadjian, Rosa Jebejian Hovnanian (mother of H. Philip Hovnanian), Marie Bezjian 
Sarkissian, Beatrice Nazarian Nahabedian, Marie Krikorian, Nouritsa Levonian, (first name unknown) Khachadourian. Back row L to R: 
Nerses Barsoumian, Rosa Berejiklian Chamitchian, Unknown, Unknown, Marie Levonian, Adour Levonian, Hripsimeh Levonian Laleyan, 
Alexan Bezjian, Victoria Sarkissian Levonian (Wife of Lutfi Khoja Levonian), Beatrice Danelian, Levon Levonian (8 Levon). 
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JOY PACKAGES 
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| Armenian Missionary Association of America Non-Rrobt Org, 


31 West Century Road Pa 
Paramus, NJ 07652 Paramus, NJ 
| Permit No. 55 
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The Choir of the Second Armenian Evangelical Church of Aintab, 1911 (names listed on page 46) 


